IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO
EASTERN DIVISION .

KIMBERLY WATTS, et al,
on behalf of herself and all others
similarly situated,

CASE NO. C2-00-145

JUDGE GRAHAM

)
}
)
)
Plaintiffs, )
) MAGISTRATE JUDGE ABEL
V. ) '
)
COLUMBUS METROPOLITAN HOUSING ) SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT
AUTHORITY )
)
Defendants )

WHEREAS: The Plaintiff, a tenant in federally subsidized housing owned and
operated by the Defendant, has filed this action on behalf of herséff and other current and
former tenants of ihe Defendant, asserting that the Defendant failed to properly follow
federal law in calculation of rents, specifically 24 U.8.C. § 1437(a){1){(a), 42 U.S.C. §
1437{(g). and the regulations promulgated under those laws; and,

-WHEREAS: the Plaintiff has asserted on her own behaif and on behalf of the class
she seeks to répresent, claims for damages, injunctive and other relief and an award of
attorney fees; and,

WHEREAS Plaintiff maintains that she, individually and as class representative,
would ultimately prévai! on all issues in this action, but deems the following settlement on
the class-based issues s?:t forth herein to be in her best interest and in the best interest
of the class; and,

WHEREAS, the Defendant denies all liability whatsoever, and maintains that it
would uliimately prevail on all issues in this action, but deems the foliowing settlement set

forth below to be in its best interests; and,



WHEREAS, the Court has not ruled on any of the substantive contentions of the
parties regarding the propriety of the Plaintiff's claims or the fiability of the Defendant, nor
has the Court expressed any opinion with respect thereto; nor do the parties to this
settlement agreement make any admission or concession on these substantive issues,

NOW, THEREFORE, IT ISHEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED by and between
the Plaintiff and the Defendant in this action that the class-based claims for damages,
declaratory and injunctive relief against the Defendants shali be settied and compromised,
pursuantto an order entered by the Court under Civit Rule 58 which incorporates the terms
of this seftiement agreement, subject to the approval of the Court upon the conditions
hereinafter set forth.

1. The Parties agree that jurisdiction in this Court is proper under 28 U.S.C. §§1331
and 1343 and 42 J.8.C. Section 3613(a)(1), and that venue in this court is proper under- -
28 1.8.C. Section 1391(b).

2. Class action claims. The parties agree that this settiement will be for the benefit
of three classes of Plaintiffs, pursuant to Rules 23({b) and {¢) of the Federal Rules of Civil
Pracedure. The Defendant agrees and asks the Court to find that the Plaintiff fairly and
adequately represents the interests of the Classes and is a proper party to assert these
claims. The Defendant withdraws its Memoranda opposing cedification and the parties
consernt to the Court's ceftiﬁcation of the three classes of Plaintiffs defined as foliows:

Class A - shall consist of all current and former tenanis of the Defendant who, on

or after April 1, 1994, had a family member residing in their househecld who

completed an employment training program during or within six (6) months prior to

their tenancy, and who, on or after October 1, 1994, had an increase in family



income as a result of that family member’s employment.
Class B - shall consist of all current and former tenants of the Defendant who, on
or after April 1, 1999, had a family member residing in their unit who received
benefits from Ohio Works First (OWF), Temporary Assistance to Neddy Families
(TANF), Aid to Families with Dependent Children (AFDC), or Prevention, Retention
and Contingency (PRC) in an amount greater than $500, and on or after October
1, 1999, had an increase in family income as a result of the family member's

employment. |

Class C - sﬁall consist of all current and former tenants of the Defendant who, on
or after Oclober 1, 1989, had an incréase in family income as a result of
employment of a member of the tenant's family who had been unemployed for one
or more years, or who eamed in the previous twelve (12) months no mare than
would be received for ten (10) hours of work per week for fifty (50) weeks at the
established minimum wags.
3. Settlement. The parties agree to resolve the claims of class members as follows:
|. For CLASS A
(A) Not later than September 15, 2001, the Defendant wilt produce a list of all
_persons who have been tenants at any time since January 1, 1998, and who have
- had arent increase since then and who have “employment” as an income source.
(B) For tenants in this Class who are still in Columbus Mstropolitan Housing
Authority housing, a letter in the fofm of attached Exhibit AA wili be sent to each
of the tenants on this list. The letter will advise the tenant of the availability of the |

Earned income Disregard and inform the tenant that in order to qualify for relief, he



or she must submit proof of completion of a qualifying job training program.
(C) For tenants in this group who are no !onger in Columbus Metropolitan Housing
Authority housing, the following steps will be taken to locate the tenants:
() A tetter will be sent to the tenant's last known or forwarding address, in
the form of attached Exhibit AB.
{ii) A list of these former tenants wit! be posted in the Defendant’s project
offices.
(iii} If the tenant’s “hard file” contained an “emergency contact” parson’s
telephone number, the Defendant will cali that person. A “script” protocol
attached Exhibit AC, will be used by the caliers. If the “emergency contact”
information is an address but no phone number, a copy of the lefter referred
to in (i), above, will be sent o that address.
{iv} Notices will in the form of attached Exhibit AD, be posted at the offices
of the Defendant, and will be submitted to the offices of FCDJFS, the Social -
Security Administration, the Veterans' Administration offices, the offices of
the Legai Aid Society of Columbus, and other sites, with requests that they
be posted in public areas of those offices,
{v) Notices in the form of attached Exhibit AE, will be published in the
Dispatcn, Call & Post and Black Communicator,
(D) The notices mentioned in {(C)(iv) and (v}, above, will state that this Eamed
income Disregard relief is available to all current and former tenants of the
Defendant who meet the criteria for the sub-class, not just those who are identified

through the procedures in {A) through {C)(iit}, and that they may submit a claim on



the form that is page 2 of attached Exhibit AB, which {form) may be cbtained from
the office of the Defendant or the Equal Justice Foundation.

(E) When a claim is submitted, the Defendant will review the tenant's "hard” files to
determine whether the increase was due to employment income and if so, what
Earned Income Disregard is due. in the course of this review, the Defendant will
prepare a form on attached Exhibit AF. Copies of all of the completed forms wili be
submitted to the office of Plaintiffs Counsel and a copy of the form will be sent to
the individua! tenant with a letter in the form of attached Exhibit AG. in the case of
atenant who entered CMHA housing during the 18-month disregard period, the EID
is computed based on income from the two one-year pericds immediately before
and after the tenant maved into CMHA housing.

{F) Tenants who are identified through the procedures in the preceding paragraphs
(A) through {E), above, as having had a rent increase due to employment income,
who are still in housing owned by the Defendant, and who, within one {1) year of the
date of maiting of the ietter described in paragraph (E), above (Exhibit AA or AB),
submit proof of completion of the training program, will be offered a credit against
future rent in the amount determined on the form marked Exhibit AF. Tenants who
receive a credit will be able to “cash out” if they wish to move out of Columbus
Metropclitan Housing Authority housing.

(G) Former tenants who are jocated through the procedures in (A)-(D), abave, may
submit a claim for refund and incidental damages to the Defendant. Tenants who
are not sent a letter as described in paragraph (C} above (Exhibit AB), must submit

claims within one {1) year of the first date on which the notices described in



paragra-ph (C)(v), (Exhibit AE) above are published in the Columbus Dispatch.
(H) All current or former tenants of the Defendant who submit claims will be asked
to submit proof of completion of the training program. Although tenants waill be
asked to submit any documentation within their possession or control, proof of
completion may be by statement/affidavit under oath and subject to penalty of
perjury, subject to the limitations in paragraph (1), below. if the training program to
which the tenant was assigned advises counsel that records of attendance and
completion are kept, the tenants may be asked to obtain proof of completion from
the program, if possible.

(1) in the event that the Defendant disagrees with the former tenant's claim, or inthe
event that there is a dispute as to the amount of a refund offered to a current tenant,
the dispute will be submitied to a Speciat Master who will have autharity to make
a final decision binding the Defendant and the tenant. The Defendant's claimto an
offset based on damages to the tenant’s apartment is not subject to review in this
proceeding ¥ the tenant has been provided with “due process” (notice of the
charges after thé move out and notice of how to contest those charges). Tenant
claims for “incidental damages” (other than the difference between actual rent and
rent computed by appiication of the Eamned Income Disregard provisions of 24
U.S.C.. § 1437(a)(1)(a), 42 U.8.C. § 1437(g}, and the regulations promuigated
under those laws) will be limited to tenants who left after receiving (i) a notice from
the Defendant that the rent was to be increased, or (it} a notice of lease termination
or threatened eviction for nonpayment of reﬁt. [f the tenant claims only a refund

of arent overcharge, the tenant's affidavit of completion of the training program will



be sufficient to establish completion of the program. If there is documented
evidence that the tepant did not attend the program at alt, the tenant will have the
burden of proving by a preponderance of the evidence that he or she both attended
and compieted the program. Affidavits of program completion submitted by tenants
when there is documented evidence that the {enant did not attend the program at
all will be considered some evidénce of attendance and completion, but may or may
not, in the discretion of the Special Master, suffice to carry the tenant's burden of
proving program completion by a preponderance of the evidence. if the tenant
claims incidental damages in addition to a rent refund, the tenant will have the
burden of proving by a preponderance of the evidence that (1) the tenant completed
the training program and {(2) the tenant suffered incidental damages as a direct and
proximate resul of the Defendant’s failure to provide the Earned Income Disregard,
and (3) the nature and amount of those damages. Affidavits of program completion
submitied by tenants who claim incidental damages will be considered some
evidence of completion, but may or may not, in the discretion of the Special Master,
suffice 1o camy the tenant's burden of proving program compietion by a
| preponderance of the evidence.

Il. For CLASS B:

(A) The defendant has taken a list of all tenants since April 1, 1999 to Frankiin
County Department of Jobs and Family Services (FCDJFS). FCDJFS hasidentified
1035 heads of household who have received any welfare benefits
{OWF/TANF/AFDC or PRC greater than $500) since April 1, 1899, Fromthatlist,

the Defendant has identified 444 tenants on FCDJFS’s list which have had a rent



change. Beginning on Octaber 1, 2001, the Defendant wil} review these tenants’
“hard” files to determine whether the increase was due to employment income and
if so, what Earned Income Disregard is due. In the course of this review, the
Defendant will prepare a form on attached Exhibit BA. Copies of all of the
completed forms will be submitted to the office of Plaintiff's Counsel not later than
Aprif 1, 2001, and a copy of the form will be sent to the individual tenant with a letter
in the form of attached Exhibit BB,
(B) Any tenanit who is still in Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority housing in
this Class who is entitled to an Eamed Income Disregard will be given a credit
against future rents. Tenants who receive a credit will be able to “cash out” if they
wish to move out of Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority housing.
(C) For tenants in this group who are no longer in Columbus Metropolitan Housing
Authority housing, the following steps will be taken to locate the tenants:
(i} A letter in the form of attached Exhibit BC will be sent to the tenant’s last
known or forwarding address.
{ii} A list of these former tenants will be posted in the Defendants's project
offices.
{ili) If the tenant's “hard file" contained an "emergency contact' person's
telephone number, the Defendant will call that person. A “script” protocol
attached Exhibit BD will be used by the callers. if the “emergency contact”
information is an address but no phone number, a copy of the letter referred
to in (i), above, will be sent to that address.

{iv) Notices will in the form of attached Exhibit BE, be posted at the offices



of the Defendant, and will be submitted to the offices of FCDJFS, the Social

Security Administration, the Veterans’ Administration offices, the offices of

the Legal Aid Society of Columbus, and other sites, with requests that they

be posted in public areas of those offices.

(v) Notices in the form of attached Exhibit BF will be published in the

Dispatch, Call & Post and Biack Communicator.
(D} The notices mentioned in (C){iv) and (v), above, wil! state that this Earned
Income Disregard relief is available to all current and former tenants of the
Defendant who meet the criteria for the sub-class, not just those whao are identified
through the procedures in (A) through (C){iil), and that they may submit a ciaim on
attached Exhibit BG, which (form) may be obtained from the office of the Defendant
or the Equal Justice Foundation.
(D) Former tenants who are located through tlﬁe procedures in {C), above, may
submit a claim for refund and incidental damages to the Defendant. Tenants must
submit claims within one (1) year of the date on which the letter described in
paragraph (C){i) above (Exhibit BB) is mailed or the first date on which the notices
described in paragraph (C){(v), (Exhibit BE) above are published in the Columbus
Dispatch, whichever is later.
(E) The Defendant will natify the tehant of its action concerning the tenant’s claim
by mailing the tenant a Notice in the form of attached Exhibit BH. In the event that
the Defendant disagrees with the amount of the former tenant’s claim, or if a current
tenant does not agree with the amount of credit offered under section (B) above, the

dispute will be submitted to a Special Master who will have authority tomake a final



decision binding the Defendant and the tenant. The Defendant's claim to an offset
based on damages to the tenant's apariment is not subject to review in this
proceeding if the tenant has been provided with "due process” (natice of the
charges after the move out and notice of how to contest those charges). Tenant
claims for "incidental damages” (other than the difference between actual rent and
rent computed by application of the Earned Income Disregard provisions of 24
U.S.C.. § 1437(a){1)(a), 42 U.S.C. § 1437(qg), and the reguiations promulgated
under those laws) will be limited to tenants who left after receiving (i} a notice from
the Defendant that the rent was to be increased, or {ii) a notice of lease termination
or threatened eviction for nonpayment of rent.

lil. ForCLLASS C

(A} The Notices ci.rculated and published pursuant to sections I(C)(iv} and (v)
{Exhibits AD and AE, respectively) and lI(C)(iv) and {v) {(Exhibits BE and BF,
respectively), wilt include a description of the criteria for membership in Ciass C and
will state that members of Class C who are current tenants in Columbus
Metropolitan Housing Authority housing may submit claims for credit against future
rent, and that members of Class C who are former tenants of Columbus
Metropolitan Housing Authorily housing may submit claims for refunds of rent
overcharges and incidental damages. The notices will state thattenants may submit
a claim on attached Exhibit CA, which (form} may be obtained from the office of the
Defendant or the Equal Justice Foundation.

(B) Upon receipt of a claim from a member of Class C, the Defendant will review

these tenants' “hard" files to determine whether the increase was due 1o
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employment income for a member of the tenant’s family who had been unempioyed
for more than a year or who eamed in the previous twelve {12) months no more
than would be received for ten (10) hours of work per week for fifty (50} weeks at
the established minimum wage, and if so, what Earned income Disregard is due.
In the course of this review, the Defendant will prepare a form on attached Exhibit
CB. Copies of all of the completed forms will be submitted to the office of Plaintiff's
Counsel, and a copy of the form wiil be sent to the individual tenant with a letter in
the form of attached Exhibit CC.

(C) Any tenant who is still in Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority housing in
this Class who is entitled to an £arned Income Disregard will be given a credit
against future rents. Tenants who receive a credit will be able to “cash out” if they
wish to move out of Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority housing. Current
tenants in either of these Classes must submit any dispute must submit any dispute
concerning the amount of their credit within one {1) year of the date on which the
Defendant advises them of the amount of the credit offered as computed on the
form of Exhibit CB.

(D) Former tenants in this Ciass may submit a claim for refund and incidental
damages to the Defendant. Tenants must submit claims within one (1) year of the
date on which the first date on which the notices described in paragraph (C){v},
(Exhibit BF) above are published in the Columbus Dispatch,

{E) The Defendant wili notify the tenant of its action concerning the tenant's claim
by mailing the tenant a Notice in the form of attached Exhibit CC. In the event that

the Defendant disagrees with the amount of the former tenant's claim, or if a current
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tenant does not agree with the amount of credit offered under section (B) above, the
dispute will be submitted to a Special Master who will have authority to make a final
decision binding the Defendant and the tenant. The Defendant’s claim to an offset
based on damages to the tenant's apartment is not subject to review in this
proceeding if the tenant has been provided with a letter from the Defendant in the
form of attached Exhibit 4 within thirty (30) days of the date on which the tenant
vacated the premises, which detailed the atleged damages t0 the praperty and
advised the tenant that if the tenant failed to contest the claimed damages within
thirty (30) days, the claim would be presumed to be correct. Tenant claims for
“incidental damages” (other than the difference between actual rent and rent
computed by apptication of the Eamed Income Disregard provisions of 24 U.S.C..
§ 1437{a){1){a), 42 U.S.C. § 1437(g), and the regulations promulgated under those
laws) will be fimited to tenants who left after receiving {i) a notice from the
Defendant that the rent was to be increased, or (i) a notice of lease termination or
threatened eviction for nonpayment of rent.

V. THE SPECIAL MASTER. The Special Master will be selected by agreement of
the parties. The Special Master will convene to resolve disputes quarterly and
notices to tenants and claimants wiil inform them that disputes will not be resolved
until the next convening of the Special Master. The Special Master will have
Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority’s “hard fite” and the computation form
referenced in parts I(E) (Exhibit AF), I1(B) (Exhibit BA) and BI(B) (Exhibit CB)
avaitable. Ciaimants who submit disputes vﬁll be asked to give a written staternent

of the reason(s) for the dispute, which will also be provided to the Special Master.

iz



Incidentai damages that may be awarded by the Special Master are limited to Three
Thousand Dollars ($3000). Tenants wili be advised that if they wish to claim an
amount greater than Three Thousand Doliars ($3000), they may opt out of the ciass
and pursue an independent lawsuit against the Defendant, and they will not be able
to submit any claim nor obtain any compensation under this Setttement. There is
rno limit on the amount of .rent réfunds or credits available under this Settlement.
Proceedings before the Special Master will be informal, along the lines of a small
claims court procedure. There will be no formal discovery except upon application
{o the Special Master. The tenant will be permitted to review the Columbus
Metropolitan Housing Autharity “hard file” once that file is ransmitted ta the Special
Master's office, and may be asked to prou;ide the Defendant with copies of any
documents to be offered as evidence in advance of the Special Master hearing.
tnformation in the Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority “hard file” concerning
tenant income and effective dates and amounts of rent is presumed to be correct
except in extraordinary circumstances. The Special Master will issue a written
report of her/his findings on the attached form Exhibit D, with copies provided to the
tenant, the defendant and counse! for the Plaintif.

V. RECERTIFICATION AND EVICTION

{A) The Defendant wili utilize its computerized RTS system beginning immediately
during recertification. The Defendant will implement the RTS system for intake at
the earliest possibie time. A printout of the data collected during the interview fram
the RTS system, signed by the tenant, will be kept in the tenant's “hard” file. Any

time "yes” is answered for OWF, TANF, AFDC or PRC, and gainful employment
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income, the RTS form wili be forwarded to a supervisor or manager for review 1o
determine whether the Earned income Disregard applies. A log will be kept of the
cases reviewed in the form of attached Exhibit E. The log wilt contain the name and
address for the tenant, identify the reviewer, and include a brief (one or two
sentence) description of the action taken and the reason for the action. The
Defendant will notify Plaintiff s counsel when itis prepared ta begin keeping the log,
and the log will be available to Plaintiff's counsel! for reviewfbr six months after that
notification is made.
(B) Before any tenant on the lists generated under paragraphs (A) or li{A} is given
a notice of lease termination or notice of eviction due in any part to non-payment
of rent, the Defendant will review that tenant's file and the Defendant wilt prepare
a form on attached Exhibit F. Copies of all of the completed forms will be submitted
to the office of Plaintiffs Counsel not later than thirty days following the date that
the form is completed and in any event prior to the filing of any legal action in
Forcible Entry and Detainer against the tenant.
VL. TIMETABLE. The time limits for the Defendant to review and respond to tenant
claims and for the tenants to dispute the Defendant’s decision regarding claims are
as provided in Exhibit G.
4 The Defendant will bear the cost of the mailings described in paragraphs | (B),
(CY) and {C)iii), N(B), (C)(i) and (C)(iii}, 11(B) and {C) and V(B), and the notices
described in paragraphs H(C){iv) and (C)v) and IL{C){iv) and (C)(v) and the fees of the
Special Master.

5 The Memorandum of Uinderstanding executed by counsel andfiled with the Court
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will remain in effect until both of the lists described in paragraphs I(B) and H{A) are
obtained by the Defendant and the Defendant is fully implementing all of the provisions of
seclion V, above.

6. The Parties agree that there is a fourth group of current and former tenants who
would be entitled to Earned Income Disregard under law, to wit: those current and former
tenants of the Defendant whio, on or after October 1, 1999, had an increase in family

“income as a result of increased income of a family member which increase occurs during
participation in any economic self-sufficiency or job training program. The Defendant
represents to the Court that it believes that it has identified and given appropriate retief to
this group independently of this litigation, through its existing review and recertification
procedures. Counsel for the Plaintiffs represent to the Court that in the process of class
discovery, which involved review of dozens of tenant “hard files,” they found no evidence .
that the Defendant has not, in fac, identified and given appropriate relief to this group.
The Defendant understands that @ member of this group who believes that he or she has
not been given appropriate Earned Income Disregard refief may bring an independent
action against the defendant for any retief allowed by law.

7. The Defendant will pay the attorney fees and litigation expenses incurred by the
Equal Justice Foundation as provided in the attached Exhibit H. The Defendant will pay
the attorney fees and litigation expenses incurred by the iaw firm of Heberle and Finnegan
as provided in the attached Exhibit |.

8. The Parties will jointly take ali actions neces.sary to effectuate this settiement,
including but not limited to:

(A} Presenting this settlement to the Court with a Joint Motion for preliminary

15



determination as to fairness.

{B) Preparing, publishing and circulating all required notlices as soon as

practicable,

(C) Presenting a Final Consent Decree to the Court which shall incorporate this

Settlement Agreement by reference and a Joint Motion for Approval of the Final

Consent Decree,

(D) Foliowing the final approval by the Court of the Final Consent Decree and

three months afier the expiration of the one (1) year period for filing claims, filing

a joint motion for final judgment dismissing ali claims in this actionwith prejudice as

to the Defendant, pursuant to Rule 23 of the Federal Rutes of Civil Procedure and

submitting a proposed final judgment entry.

9. The parties agree that all exhibits and forms attached-to this Setilement
Agreement are integral parts of the Agreement, and they are incorporated fully by
reference in this Settiement and Consent Decree.

10. The parties agree that since the Court's supervision and guidance may be
necessary to insure that this settlement is carried into effect without delay and in accord
with the intention of the parties, the Court will retain continuing jurisdiction over this matter
untif, upon Mation by either party or upon the Court's own Motion, the Court determines
that this settlement has been fully carried out and ali actions required by this settiement
agreement have been completed.

11. The parties agree that neither party may take any appeat from the entry of the
Final Consent Decree entered pursuant to and incorporating this Settlement Agreement

and that this Settiement Agreement and any Final Consent Decree incorporating it shall
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be considered binding on afl parties.

12. The Defendant will pay the Court Costs of this proceeding.

Respectfully submitted,

T ,'7 s
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’/ ! " et s
=

(( itrien // e .

Denn:s S. Guest, Executive Director
Columbus Metropoiitan Housing

Authority
4 7%% ﬁL
o‘bért . Frogt

'FROST MA DO

400 South Fifth Street - Suite 301
Columbus, Ohio 43215
Telephone: {614)-224-0833
Facsimile: (614)-224-0959
Trial Counsel for the Defendant

Mcwﬂb\

Klmbériy Watts, Pia/ntlf‘

Telephone 614-221-9800
Facsimile: 614-221-9810
Trial Counsel for the Plaintiffs

bf-M 5 et

' Mark Finnegan  (0032491)
- HEBERLE & FINNEGAN
2580 Craig Road
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48103
Telephone: (734)-302-3233
Co-Counsel for the Plaintiffs
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EXHIBIT AA
Page 1

Tenant name:
Tenant ID #:
Unit # {if known):

<DATE>

Dear CMHA Tenant:

Under a Federal Law, called the “Eamed Income Disregard” or "EID,” & public housing
authority is not permitted to raise tenant rent based on employment income far certain
tenants who completed employment training programs on of after Qctober 1, 1994. The
rent for those tenants should stay the same for eighteen (18) months from the time the
tenants started their first jobs after completing the employment fraining progran.

The records of the Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority show that you had a rent
increase after January 1, 1998 and that one source of your income was employment. it
is possible that you may be entitled to the menefit of the “EID” law if you completed an
employment training program during your tenancy with CMHA or within six (6) months
pefore you moved into CMHA housing.

To qualify for the "EID,” you must submit proof that you completed an employment training
program.  If you completed such an employment training program, please fill out the
attached claim form. If you have any documents to prove that you completed the
employment training program, you should enclose copies of those documents with your

completed ciaim forrn. Please send one capy of the completed form to:

Equal Justice Foundation
ATTN: John A. Bell, Senior Attorngy
36 West Gay Street - Suite 300
Columbus, Ohio 43215

You must submit the completed form within one (1) year of the date of this letter.
if you do not submit your ciaim within that time, you will not be entitied to any benefits
under the “EID" law.

You will be contacted within 90 days after your completed claim form is received by CMHA
and the Equal Justice Foundation.



EXHIBIT AA
Page 1 reverse

IMPORTANT NOTICE

This letter is being mailed to you.as a part of a settiement in a class action lawsuit,
known as Kimberly Watts, et al, on behalf of herself and all others similarly situated v.
Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority, case number C2-00-145, in the United States
District Court for the Southern District of Ohio, Eastern Division, at Columbus. The
lawsuit was filed against the Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority (CMHA) by a
tenant who asserted claims on behalf of current and former tenants. The Court has
determined that the settlement reached between the parties to that lawsuit is fair to the
members of the affected classes.

You are receiving this fetter because you may be a member of one of the three
classes of current and former tenants who are affected by the lawsuit. Please read this
letter and the enclosed documents very carefully. i you do not follow the instructions in
this letter and the enclosed documents carefully and act within the time limits stated, you
may lose valuable legal rights.

The complete settlement agreement is a public document which may be reviewed
at the office of the Clerk of the United States District Court for the Southern District of
Ohio, Ea'stem Division, 85 Marconi Boulevard, Room 260, Columbus, Ohio, 43215. You
may also obtain copies of the settlement agreement for $.10 per page (17 pages, not
inciuding exhibits), plus postage, from the office of the Plaintiffs’ attorneys: Equal Justice
Foundation, 36 West Gay Street, Suite 300, Columbus, Ohio, 43215,

If you have questions about your legal rights, you should contact a licensed attorney.



EXHIBIT AA
Page 2
CMHA. “EID™ Claim Form

This information is being submitted under penalty of perjury

Name:
Current Mailing Address:

Telephone: { - -
Date of Birth (mm/dd/vyyy): / /
Last 4 digits of Social Security Number:

Date(s) you moved into housing:

What employment training program did you complete?

{Name of program)

When did you complete the program?

Enclose copies of any documents you have which show that you have completed the training program.

Documents enclosed? Yes No

{ certify that the above information is true and complete under penaity of perjury.

Whoever makes or presents to any person or officer in the civil, military, or naval service of the
United States, or to any department or agency thereof, any claim upon or against the United States,
or any department or agency thereof, knowing such claim to be false, fictitious, or fraudulent, shall
be imprisoaed not more than five years and shatl be subject to a fine in the amount provided in this
title. Title 18, United States Code, Section 237,

Date: Sigmature:

Mail one copy of this form to:

Equal Justice Foundation
ATTN: John A. Bell, Senior Attomey
36 West Gay Street - Suite 300
Columbus, Ohio 43215



EXHIBIT AB

Page }

Tenant name:
Tenant D #:

Unit # (if known):

<DATE>

Dear Former CMHA Tenant:

Under a Federal Law, called the «Carned income Disregard” or “EID,” a public housing
authority is not permitted to raise tenant rent based on employment income for certain
tenants who comptieted employment training programs on or after October 1, 1984. The
rent for those tenants should stay the same for eighteen {18) months from the time the
tenants started their first jobs after completing the employment training program.

The records of the Calumbus Metropolitan Housing Authority show that you had a rent
increase after January 1, 1998 and that one source of your income was employment. It
is possible that you may be entitled to the benefit of the "EID" law if you completed an
employment training program during your tenancy with CMHA or within six (6) months
before you moved into CMHA housing.

To qualify for the *EID,” you must submit proof that you completed an empioyment training
program.  If you completed such an employment training program, please fill out the
attached claim form. ¥ you have any documents to prove that you completed the
employment training program, you should enclose copies of thase documents with your
completed claim form. Please send one copy of the completed form to:

Equal Justice Foundation
ATTN: John A. Bell, Senior Attorney
36 West Gay Strest - Suite 300
Columbus, Ohio 43215

You must submit the completed form within one {1) year of the date of this letter.
If you do not submit your claim within that time, you wili not be entitied to any benefits
under the “EID" taw.

You will be contacted within 90 days after your completed claim form is received by CMHA
and the Equal Justice Foundation.



EXHIBIT AB
Page 1 reverse

IMPORTANT NOTICE

This letter is being mailed to you as a part of a settlement in a class action
lawsuit, known as Kimberly Watts, et al, on behalf of herself and all others similarly
situated v. Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authorily, case number C2-00-145, in
the United States District Court for the Southern District of Ohio, Eastemn Division,
at Columbus. The lawsuit was filed against the Columbus Metropolitan Housing

Authority (CMHA) by a tenant who asserted claims on behaif of current and former
tenants. The Court has determined that the settlement reached between the parties
to that lawsuit is fair to the members of the affected classes.

You are receiving this letter because you may be a member of one of the three
classes of current and former tenants who are affected by the lawsuit. Please read |
this letter and the enclosed documents very carefuly. If you do not follow the
instructions in this letter and the enclosed documents carefully and act within the
time limits stated, you may lose valuable legal rights.

The complete settlement agreement is a public document which may be
reviewed at the office of the Clerk of the United States District Court for the Southern
District of Ohio, Eastern Division, 85 Marconi Boulevard, Room 260, Columbus, Ohio,
43215. You may also obtain copies of the settlement agreement for $.10 per page
(17 pages, not including exhibits), plus postage, from the office of the Plaintiffs’
aftorneys: Equal Justice Foundation, 36 West Gay Street, Suite 300, Columbus, Ohio,
43215,

If you have questions about your legal rights, you should contact a licensed
attomey.



EXHIBIT AB
Page 2
CMHA “EID” Claim Form

This information is being snbmitted under penalty of perjury

Name:
Current Mailing Address:

Telephone: ( - -
Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy): ! /

Last 4 digits of Social Security Number:

Date(s) you lived in CMHA housing: From To

Address where you lived in CMHA housing

What employmenl training program did you complete?

(Name of proprant)

When did you complete the program?

Enclose copies of any documents you have which show that you have completed the training program.

Documents enclosed? Yes No

1 centify that the above information is true and complete under penalty of perjury.

Whoever makes or presents {0 any person or officer in the civil, military, or naval service of the
United States, or to any department or agency thereof, any claim upon or against the United States,
or any department or agency thereof, knowing such ciaim te be false, fictitious, or fraudulent, shall
be imprisoned not more than five years and shall be subject to a fine in the amount provided in this
title. Title 18, United States Code, Section 287.

Date: Signature:

Mail one copy of this form to:

Equal Justice Foundation
ATTN: John A. Bell, Senior Attorney
36 West Gay Street - Suite 300
Columbus, Ohio 43215



Exhibit AC and BD

if a child answers the phone ask to speak to an adult.

Hi, I'm calling on behalf of the Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority because
[NAME] gave this phone number as an Emergency Contact. {NAME] may be entitied to
a credit from CMHA. 1s [NAME] there? '

f the answeris NO...

1. Firstask: s there a phone number where i can reach [NAME]?" If they give you
a phone number write it down and call it. Repeat this script on that call.

2. If there is no phone number where the former tenant can be reached, ask: Will
you give [NAME] a message? Will you ask her/him to call either CMHA at #Ht# - ##HH# or
the Equal Justice Foundation at 221-8800 for details. (8)he should say that {(s)he is calling
regarding the EID claims. (Offer to repeat the instructions.) Thank you for your time.

If the answer is YES...

Hi [NAME], I'm calling on behalf of the Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority.
CMHA may have made an error when calculating rents during the time that you livedina
CMHA building and you may be entitled to a credit trom CMHA. To receive a claim form,
please call CMHA at ## - #HH 10 leave your name and address, of the Equal Justice
Foundation at 221-8800. You should say that you are calling regarding the EID claims.

-END OF SCRIPT-

Generally if you are asked questions you should not answer them. Refer them to CMHA
or the EJF for answers.

If you are asked if there is any charge of if the former tenant must pay anything to obtain
a claim form or submit a claim, the answer is NO. if they were undercharged for rent they
will NOT be required to pay for the undercharge.

The ONLY refunds or credits being issued are for' Earned Income Disregard (EID). No
other refunds or credits are being issued.

FOR ALL OTHER QUESTIONS, TELL THEM THAT THEY WiLL NEED TO TALK TO
CMHA OR EJF AT THE PHONE NUMBERS THAT YOU GAVE TO THEM.



EXHIBIT AD-BE
YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO A CREDIT FroM COLUMBUS METROPOLITAN HOUSING
AUTHORITY

J§ you answer yes to all of the questions within any one of the following classes, please contact CMHA
or the Equal Justice Foundation.

Class A

. Were you a tenant of CMHA at any time after April I, 19947

.« Did you or a family member who lived with you complete an employment training program during your
tenancy with CMHA or within six (6) months before you moved into CMHA housing?

. Did the person (either you or the family member) that completed the employment training program have
an increase in income after October 1, 19947

Class B

. Were you a tenant of CMHA at any time after April 1, 19987

«  Did you or a family member who lived with you receive benefits of more than $500 from Ohio Works
First (OWF), Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF), Aid to Families with Dependent
Children (AFDC) or Prevention, Retention and Coantingency (PRC)?

«  Did the family member who received OWE, TANF, AFDC, or PRC have an increase in family income
as a result of employment after October 1, 19997

Class C
«  Were you a tenant of CMHA at any time after October £, 19997
. Did yon have an increase in family income due to the employmeat of a family member who had been

unemployed for at least one year or carned less than $2,575 during the 12 months prior to the family
member’s employment?

YOU MUST ACT BEFORE [MONTH DAY, 2002] OR YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO
SUBMIT A CLAIM.

Contact EJF to receive a claim form at:

Equal Justice Foundation
Attn. John Bell, Senior Attorney
36 West Gay St. Suite 300
Columbus, Ohio 43215

IAMPORTANT NOTICE

This poster is 2 past of a setanent in 2 class action lawsuit, known as Kimberly Watts. ¢t al, on behalf of herself and all others simiarly siruated v. Columbut
Afetropolitan Housing Authority, casenumber C1-00-145, 10 theUniled Staies Disnc. Count for the Southeam District ot Otio, Eastern Division, @ Columbus. Thelawsuit
was filed agamst e Columbus Metrepolitag Housmg Authority (CMETA) by 8 lenant who amwted claitms on behalf of current and former tenants.  The Court has
determined that the selarmant reached betweas the parties tothat lawsuit is fairto the mernbery of the affected classes.

The settlernent affects thehree lasses of currant and forruer Lenars who are described above, [fyou donol act within s tizne limits Sated, you may lose vahuble
Legs) nghts.

The vomplte settlanant agreement isa publicdocnment which maybeteviewed st the office of thz Clerk ofthe Uniled States District Court for the Southern District
of Ohio, Eastern Division, 85 Marconi Boulevard, Room 260, Columbus, Chio, 43215, You may atso obtain copies ofthe settbemaml apreanent for 3,10 per page 7
pages, nak including exhibits), plus pestage, fromthe offiaz ofihe Plalntiffs sttomeys: Equal Justics Foundation, 36 West Usy Streat, Suite 300, Columbus, Dhio, 4321 5.

i you have guadions about your legal rights, you should cootad a lomsed attonrey.




IMPORTANT NOTICE TO CURRENT AND FORMER TENANTS OF  Exhibit AE-RF
THE COLUMBUS METROPOLITAN HOUSING AUTHORITY

This Notice is being published as a part of a settlementin a class action lawsuit, known as Kimbeny
Walts. et al. on behalf of herself and all others similarly situated v. Columbus Metropalitan Housing
Authority, case number C2-00-145, in the United States District Court for the Southemn District of
Ohio, Eastern Division, at Columbus. The lawsuit was filed against the Columbus Metropolitan
Housing Authority {CMHA) by a tenant who asserted claims on behalf of current and former tenants.
The Court has determined that the settlement reached between the parties to that Jawsuit is fair to
the members of the affected classes. The settlernent affects the three classes of current and former
tenants who are described above. If you do not act within the time limits stated, you may lose
valuable legal rights.

YOU May BE ENTITLED TO A CREDIT FRoM COLUMBUS METROPOLITAN HOUSING AUTHORITY

1f you answer yes to all of the questions within any of the following classes, please contact CMHA or
the Equal Justice Foundation.

Were you a tenant of CMHA at any time after Apnl 1, 19947

«  Did you or a family member who lived with you complete an employment training program during vour
tenancy with CMHA or within six (6) months before you moved into CMHA housing?

«  Did the person {either you or the family member) that completed the employment training program have
an increase in income afier Qctober 1, 19947

Class A

Were you a tenant of CMHA at any time after April 1, 19997

- Did you or a family member who lived with you receive benefits of more than $500 from Ohio Works
First (OWF), Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF), Aid to Families with Dependent
Children (AFDC) or Prevention, Retention and Contingency (PRC)?

- Did the family member who received OWF, TANF, AFDC, or PRC have an increase in family income
as a result of employment after October 1, 199597

Class B

Class C

«  Were you a tenant of CMHA at any time after October 1, 19997

- Did you have an increase in family income due to the employment of a family member who had been
unemployed for at least one year or earned less than $2,575 during the 12 months prior to the farnily
mermber’s employment?

YOU MUST ACT BEFORE [DATE, 2002] OR YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO SUBMIT A CLAIM.

Contact EIF to receive a claim form at:
Equal Justice Foundation
Attm. John Bell, Senior Attomey
36 West Gay St. Suite 300
Columbus, Ohio, 43215

IMPORTANT NOTICF
The conplete safeman ageamant is 2 public doarnent which may be reviawed 2t the oflice of the Clerk ofthe Unitad Stales District Court [or the Southern Dharict of
Ohic, Eastemn Division, 85 Marconi Boulevard, Room 260, Columbus, Ohig, 43215. You trmy also obtain copies of the settlancat agreemnant for 5. 1& perpags {17 p2as,
nat includiag chibits), plus postage, from the office ofthe Plainiiffs’ atemeys: Equal Justice Foundation, 36 West Gay Strect, Suite 300, Columbus, Chio, 43255,
1f you have questions aboot vour legal rights, you should conad & licansed atteraey.



EXHIBIT AF
Worksheet for Sub-class A

TENANT NAME: TENANT FILE #

1. Training Program information

Date Training Program Finished:
Person Who Finished Program:
Name of Program:

2 List the first date of employment after the above listed person finished the
training program.  Beginning Date:

ARk Lo s o ik Ak A Lt

3. List the date that is 18 months after the “Beginning Date’ jisted in Question 1
above. Ending Date:

Lt o] *ickirk TR A ik L e Wi

4. Atany time during the 18-month period set out above in Questions 1 and 2, did
the household's rent increase based in any part upon the employment income of the
household member identified above?

YES NO

if "YES," describe rent increases:

(A ® © ) ®
Date of increase  From previcus Tonew Difference between Number of months Multiply
rent: renl; previous rent and new at new rent: G times D

rents [B minus Al

— S $ 5 . $_
3 % S . R L
5 $ $ _ s
L3 $ 5 LI
$ $ 5 S
$ S 5 s

ADD TOTAL OF COLUMN (E): $

This amount is to be credited to the tenant. If the amount is $0 or if the answer to
question 4 is "no,” then no credit is due to the tenant.

Rent Credit Total Due to Tenant. $




EXHIBIT AG
Page 1
Tenant name:
Tenant iD #:
Unit # {if known):

<DATE>

Dear CMHA Tenant:

Under a Federal Law, calied the “Eamed income Disregard” or “EID,” a public housing authority
is not permitied to raise tenant rent based on employment income for certain tenants who
completed a job training program on or after Aprii 1, 1904 The rent for those tenants should stay
the same for eighteen (18) months from the time the tenants started their first jobs after
completing the employment tralning program.

You submitted a ciaim to the Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority showing that you
completed a job training program on or after Apsii 1, 1888, thatyou had a rent increase after that,
and that one source of your income was employment.

The Columbus Metropotitan Housing Authority has made & determination regarding your claim for
the “EID." This determination is based on the information on the attached form. Based on this
determination, your rent account has been credited in the amount of §

if you disagree with the amount of the proposed credit, you may request that the determination
be reviewed by a Special Master. If youwantto submit a disagreement about the amount of your
credit to the Special Master, you must fill out the attached form and send one copy to the following
address within fifteen (15) days of the pestmark date of this letter. You must give a written
explanation of the reason for your dispute.

Send one copy of the dispute form to:

Equal Justice Foundation
ATTN: John A. Bell, Senicr Attormey
36 West Gay Street - Suite 300
Columbus, Ohio 43215

You will be notified of a hearing date with the Special Master after your completed dispute form
is received by CMHA and the Equal Justice Foundation.



EXHIBIT AG
Page 1 reverse

IMPORTANT NOTICE

This letter is being mailed to you as a part of a settlement in a class action
Jawsuit, known as Kimberly Watts, et al, on behalf of herself and all others similarly
situated v. Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority, case number C2-00-145, in
the United States District Court for the Southem District of Ohto, Eastern Division,
at Columbus. The lawsuit was filed against the Columbus Metropolitan Housing
Authority {CMHA) by a tenant who asserted claims on behalf of current and former
tenants. The Court has determined that the settlement reached between the parties
to that lawsuit is fair to the members of the affected classes.

You are receiving this letter because you may be a member of one of the three
ciasses of current and former tenants who are affected by the lawsuit. Please read
this letter and the enclosed documents very carefully. If you do not follow the
instructions in this letter and the enclosed documents carefully and act within the
time limits stated, you may lose valuable legal rights.

The complete settiement agreement is a public document which may be
reviewed at the office of thé Clerk of the United States District Court for the Southern
District of Ohio, Eastemn Division, 85 Marconi Boulevard, Room 260, Columbus, Ohio,
43215. You may also obtain copies of the settlement agreement for $.10 per page
(17 pages, not including exhibits), plus postage, from the office of the Piaintiffs’
attorneys: Equal Justice Foundation, 36 West Gay Street, Suite 300, Columbus, Ohio,
43215,

If you have questions about your fegal rights, you should contact a licensed
attormey.



EXHIBIT AG
Page 2
CMHA “EID” Dispute Form

This information is being submitted under penalty of perjury

Name:
Current Mailing Address:

Telephone: ( -)- -
Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy): f
Last 4 digits of Social Security Number;

1. 1want to dispute the amount of my proposed rent credit from the Columbus Metropolitan Housing
Authority.

Reason for dispute (required):

2. 1 certify that I leff CMHA housing after receiving (i) 2 notice from CMHA that my rent was to be
increased, or (1i) a notice of lease termination or threatened eviction for nonpayment of rent, and 1 want to
submit a clain for Incidental Damages. I believe that CMHA should pay me § in addition to my

rent refund because

Whoever makes or presents to any person or officer in the civil, military, or naval service of the
United States, or to any department or agency thereof, any claim upon or against the United States,
or any department or agency thereof, knowing such claim to be false, fictitious, or fraudulent, shall
be imprisoned not more than five years and shall be subject to a fine in the amount provided in this
title, Title 18, United States Code, Section 287.

Date: Signature:

Maii one copy of this form to:

Equal Justice Foundation
ATTN: John A Bell, Senior Atiorney
36 West Gay Street - Suite 300
Columbus, Ohio 43215

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ON THE REVERSE SIDE OF THIS FORM - PLEASE READ!



EXHIBIT AG
Page 2 reverse

INFORMATION ON DISPUTES SUBMITTED TO THE SPECIAL MASTER

1. The Special Master will convene to resolve disputes quarierly. The Special Master can ONLY
decide disputes related to the Earned income Disregard (E10).

2. Disputes will nat be resolved until the next convening of the Special Master.

3. The Special Master will have Columbus Metropoiitan Housing Authority’s “hard file” and the
computation form which was used to figure your proposed credit available.

4 Your written statement of the reason(s) for the dispute will be provided to the Special Master.

5. if you left CMHA housing after receiving (i) @ notice from CMHA that your rent was to be
increased, or (i) a notice of lease termination or threatened eviction for nonpayment of rent, you
may claim Incidental Damages in addition to a rent refund. incidental damages that may be
awarded by the Special Master are limited to Three Thousand Dollars ($3000). If you wish to
claim an amount greater than Three Thousand Dollars {$3000), you may opt out of the cliass and
pursue an independent lawsuit against CMHA, and you will not be able to submit any claim nor
obtain any compensation under this Settiement.

&. There is no limit on the amount of rent refunds or credits available under this Seitiement.

7. Proceedings before the Speciat Master will be informal, along the lines of a small claims court
pracedure.

8. There will be no formal discovery except upon application to the Special Master.

9. You will be permitted to review the Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority “hard file” cnce
that file is transmitted to the Special Master's office. -

10. You will be asked to provide CMHA with copies of any documents to be offered as evidence
in advance of the Special Master hearing.

41. Information in the Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority "hard file” concerning your
income and effective dates and amounts of rent is presumed to be correct.

12. The Special Master will issue a written report of her/his findings.



Exlubit AH
Page 1

Tenant name:
Tenant |0 #
Unit # (i known):

<Date>

Dear Tenant:

You submitied a claim to the Columbus Metropolitan Housing Autherity (CMHA) under the Eamed
Income Disregard (EID} class action lawsuit setlement. This letter is to advise you of the decision
by CMHA concerning yaur claim.

DECISION

Claim Allowed - Your claim has been accepted and you are granted @ creditin the amount
of 3

Claim NOT Allowed - Your claim has been denied because

if you disagree with this decision, you may request that the determination be reviewed by
a Special Master. |f you want to submit a disagreement about the amount of your credit
to the Special Master, you must fill out the attached form and send cne copy to the
following address within fifteen (15) days of the postmark date of this letter. You must give
a written explanation of the reason for your dispute.

Send one copy of the dispute to:

Equat Justice Foundation
ATTN: John A_.Beli, Senior Attorney
36 West Gay Street - Suite 300
Columbus, Ohio 43215

You will be notified of a hearing date with the Special Master after your compieted dispute
form is received by CMHA and the Equal Justice Foundation.



EXHIBIT AH
Page 1 reverse

IMPORTANT NOTICE

This ietter is being mailed to you as a part of a settlement in a class action
lawsuit, known as Kimberly Watts, et al, on behalf of herself and 2}l others similarly
situated v. Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority, case number C2-00-145, in
the United States District Court for the Southern District of Ohio, Eastern Division,
at Columbus. The lawsuit was filed against the Columbus Metropolitan Housing
Authority {CMHA) by a tenant who asserted claims on behalf of current and former
tenants. The Court has determined thatthe settlement reached between the parties
to that lawsuit is fair to the members of the affected classes.

You are receiving this letter because you may be a member of one of the three
classes of current and former tenants who are affected by the lawsuit. Please read
this letter and the enclosed documents very carefully. }f you do not follow the
instructions in this letter and the enclosed documents carefully and act within the
time limits stated, you may lose valuable legal rights.

The complete settlement agreement is a public document which may be
reviewed at the office of the Clerk of the United States District Court for the Southern
District of Ohio, Eastern Division, 85 Marconi Boulevard, Room 266, Columbus, Ohio,
43215. You may also obtain copies of the settlement agreement for $.10 per page
(17 pages, not including exhibits), plus postage, from the office of the Plaintiffs’
attorneys: Equal Justice Foundation, 36 West Gay Street, Suite 300, Columbus, Ohio,
43215.

If you have questions about your legal rights, yot: should contact a licensed
attorney.



EXHIBIT AH
Page 2
CMHA “EID” Dispute Form

This information is being submitted under penalty of perjury

Narme:
Current Mailing Address:

Telephone: ( - -
Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy): / /
Last 4 digits of Social Security Number:

1. I want to dispute

the amount of my proposed rent credit from the Columbus Metropotitan Housing Authority.
the refusal to give me Earned Income Disregard relief

Reason for dispute (required):

2. 1 certify that 1 left CMHA housing after receiving (i) a notice from CMFHA that my rent was to be
increased, or (ii) a notice of lease termination or threatened eviction for nonpayment of rent, and I want to
submit a claim for Incidental Damages. I believe that CMHA should pay me § tn addition to my

rent refitnd because

Whoever makes or presents to any person or officer in the civil, military, or naval service of the
United States, or to any department or agency thereof, any claim upon or against the United States,
or any department or agency thereof, knowing such claim to be false, fictitiovs, or fraudulent, shall
be imprisoned not mwore than five years and shall be subject to a fine in the amount provided in this
title. Title 18, United States Code, Section 287,

Date: Signature:

Mail one copy of this form to each of these addresses:

Equal Justice Foundation
ATTN: John A Bell, Senior Attorney
36 West Gay Street - Suite 300
Columbus, Ohio 43215

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ON THE REVERSE SIDE OF THIS FORM - PLEASE READ!



EXHIBIT AH
Page 2 reverse

INFORMATION ON DISPUTES SUBMITTED TO THE SPECIAL MASTER

1. The Special Master will convene to resolve disputes quarterly. The Special Master can ONLY
decide disputes related to the Earned income Disregard {EID}

2_ Disputes will Not be resolved until the next convening of the Special Master.

3. The Special Master will have Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority’s “hard file” and the
computation form which was used to figure your proposed credit available.

4. Your written statement of the reason(s) for the dispute will be provided to the Special Master.

5. if you left CMHA housing after receiving (i) & notice from CMHA that your rent was to be
increased, or (ii) a notice of lease termination or threatened eviction for nonpayment of rent, you
may cltaim Incidental Damages in addition to a rent refund. Incidental damages that may be
awarded by the Special Master are limited to Three Thousand Dollars ($3000). If you wish 10
claim an amount greater than Three Thousand Dollars ($3000), you may opt out of the class and
pursue an independent lawsuit against CMHA, and you will not be able te submit any claim nor
ohtain any compensaticn under this Settiement.

6. There is no limit on the amount of rent refunds ar credits available under this Settlement.

7. Proceedings before the Special Master will be informal, along the lines of a smali claims court
procedure.

8. There will be no formal discovery except upon application to the Special Master.

a. You wil} be permitted to review the Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority “hard file” once
that file is transmitied to the Special Master's cofiice.

10. You will be asked to provide CMHA with copies of any documents to be offered as evidence
in advance of the Special Master hearing.

11. information in the Columbus Metropoiitan Housing Authority “hard file” conceming your
income and effective dates and amounts of rent is presumed to be correct.

12. The Special Master wilt issue a written report of her/his findings.



EXHIBIT BA
Worksheet for Sub-ciass B

TENANT NAME: TENANT FILE #

1. Atany time after April 1, 1989, did any member of this household receive any OWF,
TANF, or AFDC or PRC in an amount greater than $5007 YES NO

Ii YES, identify who received the benefits?
If YES, on what dates? From: To:

LEEEE) LEat ] wEWAE LS A e L L E]

2. At any time after October 1, 1999, did the member(s) of the household who received
any QWF, TANF, or AFDC or PRC in an amount greater than $500 identified in Question 1 above

receive income from employment? YES | NO
if YES, on what dates? From: To:
From: To:

From: _ Tor

Ak i & e e Ak IrkkwR LI L2 L

3. Atany time after October 1, 1999, did the household’s rent increase based in any pan
upon the employment income of any household member(s) identified in Question 2 ahove?

YES NO
(A) ®) © D) (E)
Date of increase  From previous Tonew Difference between Number of manths Muliply
rent: rent: previous rent and new at new rent: C times D
reats [B minus A]:
$ $ $ %
3 3 . b3
3 $ 3 3
3 $ $ %
3 $ ¥ $ -
3 3 $ 3 —_—

4. AMOUNT IN COLUMN (E) FOR FIRST TWELVE (12) MONTHS AFTER
THE FIRST DATE IN ANSWER TO QUESTION 2, ABOVE, 18: m s

AMOUNT IN COLUMN (E) FOR SECOND TWELVE (12) MONTHS
AFTER THE FIRST DATE IN ANSWER TO QUESTION 2, ABOVE,
18: § HALF OF THIS AMOUNT IS: G s

This is the tatal amount of rent eredit due to the tenant: TOTAL (F) +
{G)y3

If the total of (F} + (G) is $0 or if the answer to question 3 is "ne,” no credit is due to the tenant.

Rent Credit Total Due to Tenant: $




EXHIBIT BB
Page 1
Tenant name:
Tenant {ID#:
Unit # {f known):

<DATE>
Dear CMHA Tenant:

Under a Federal Law, calied the “Eamed Income Disregard” or “EiD,” a public housing authority
is not permitted to raise tenant rent based on employment income for certain tenants who received
OWF, TANF, AFDC or PRC benefits on or after April 1, 1999 The rent for those tenants shoutd
stay the same for twelve (12) months from the tme the tenants started their first jobs aiter
receiving the benefits, and then should have an increase based on 50% of the tenant's
employment income for the next twelve (12} months.

Tre records of the Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authonty and the Franklin County Department
of Job and Family Services show that you received OWF, TANF, AFDC or PRC benefits on or
after April 1, 1999, that you had a rentincrease after that, and that one source of your income was
employment. It is possible that you may be entitied 1o the benefit of the "EID" law.

The Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority has made a determination that you gqualify for the
“E|D” This determination is based on the information on the attached form. Based on this
determination, your rent account has been credited in the amount of §

If you disagree with the amount of the proposed credit, you may request that the determination
be reviewed by a Special Master. if youwantto submit a disagreement about the amount of your
credit to the Special Master, you must fill out the attached form and send one copy to the
following address within fifteen (15) days of the postmark date of this letter. You must give @
written explanation of the reason for your dispute. -

Send one copy of the dispute form ta:

£quai Justice Foundation
ATTN: Johin A. Bell, Senior Attomey
46 West Gay Street - Suite 300
Columbus, Ohio 43215

You will be notified of a hearing date with the Special Master after your completed dispute form
is received by CMHA and the Equal Justice Foundation.



EXHIBIT BB
Page 1 reverse

IMPORTANT NOTICE

This letter is being mailed to you as a part of a settlement in a class action
tawsuit, known as Kimberly Watts, et al. on behalf of herself and all others similarly

situated v. Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority, case number $2-00-145, in
the Uniied States District Court for the southern District of Ohio, Eastern Division,

at Columbus. The lawsuit was filed against the Columbus Metropolitan Housing
Authority (CMHA) by a tenant who asserted claims on behalf of current and former
tenants. The Courthas determined that the settiement reached between the parties
to that lawsuit is Tair to the members of the affected classes.

You are receiving this letter because you may be a member of one of the three
classes of current and former tenants who are affected by the lawsuit. Please read
this ietter and the enclosed documents very carefully. if you do not follow the
instructions in this letter and the enclosed documents carefully and act within the
time limits stated, you may lose vajuable legal rights.

The complete settiement agreement is a public document which may be
reviewed at the office of the Clerk of the United States District Court for the Southem
District of Ohio, Eastern Division, 85 Marconi Boulevard, Room 260, Columbus, Ohio,
43245, You may also obtain copies of the settlement agreement for $.10 per pade
{17 pages, not including exhibits), ptus postage, from the office of the Plaintiffs’
attomeys: Equal Justice Foundation, 36 West Gay Street, Suite 300, Columbus, Ohic,
43215.

If you have questions about your legal rights, you should contact a licensed
attormey.



EXHIBIT Bb
Page 2
CMHA “EID” Dispute Form

This information is being submitted under penalty of perjury

Name:
Current Matling Address:

Telephone: { )- -
Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyvy): / I

Last 4 digits of Secial Security Number:

1. I want to dispute the amournt of my proposed rent credit fom the Columbus Metropolitan Housing
Authority. '

Reason for dispute (required):

Whoever makes or presents to any person or officer in the civil, military, or naval service of the
United States, or to any department or agency thereof, any claim upon or against the United States,
or any department or agency thereof, knowing such claim to be false, fictitious, or fraudulent, shall
be imprisoned not more than five years and shall be subject to a fine in the amount provided in this

title. Title 18, United States Code, Section 287.

Date: Signature:

Mail one copy of this form to:

Equal Justice Foundation
ATTN: John A. Bell, Senior Attorney
36 West Gay Street - Suite 300
Columbus, Ohio 43215

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ON THE REVERSE SIDE OF THIS FORM - PLEASE READ!



EXHIBIT BB
Page 2 reverse

INFORMATION ON DISPUTES SUBMITTED TO THE SPECIAL MASTER

1. The Special Master will convene to resolve disputes quarterly. The Special Master can ONLY
decide disputes related to the Eamed Income Disregard (EID}

2. Disputes will not be resclved until the next canvening of the Special Master.

3. The Special Master will have Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority's "hard file” and the
computation form which was used to figure your oroposed credit available.

4 Your written statement of the reason(s) for the dispute wiii be provided to the Special Master.
5. There is no limit on the amount of rent refunds or credits available under this Settlement.

8. Proceedings before the Special Master will be informal, along the lines of a small claims court
procedure.

7 There will be no formal discovery except upon application to the Special Master.

8. You will be permitted to review the Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority “hard file" once
that file is transmitted to the Special Master's office. '

9. You will be asked to provide CMHA with copies of any docurments to be offered as evidence
in advance of the Special Master hearing.

10. Information in the Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority “hard file” concerning your
income and effective dates and amounts of rent is presumed to be correct.

11, The Special Master will issue @ written report of her/his findings.



EXHIBIT BC
Page |
Tenant name:
Tenant 1D #:
Unit # {f known):

<DATE>
Dear Farmer CMHA Tenant:

Under a Federal Law, called the “Eamed Income Disregard” or "EID,” a public housing authority
is not permitted to raise tenant rentbased on employment income for certain tenants who received
OWF, TANF, AFDC or PRC benefits on or after April 1, 1999. The rent for those tenants should
stay the same for twelve (12) months from the time the tenants started their first jabs after
completing the employment training program, and then should have an increase based on 50%
of the tenant's employment income for the next twelve (12) months.

The records of the Columbus Metropelitan Housing Authority andthe Franktin County Department
of Job and Family Services show that you received OWF, TANF, AFDC or PRC benefits on or
after April 1, 1999, that you had arent increase after that, and that one source of your income was
employment. It is possible that you may be entitled to the benefit of the "EID” law if you
completed an employment fraining program.

The Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority has made a determination that you qualify for the
“C10.* This determination is based on the information on the attached form. Based on this
determination, your rent account has been cradited in the amount of §

If you disagree with the amount of the proposed credit, you may request that the determination
be reviewed by a Special Master. 1f you wantto submita disagreement about the amount of your
credit to the Special Master, you must fill out the attached form and send one copy to the following
address within fifteen (15) days of the postmark date of this letter. You must give a written
explanation of the reason for your dispute.

Send one copy of the dispute form to:

Equa! Justice Foundation
ATTN: John A. Bell, Senior Attomey
36 West Gay Street - Suite 300
Columbus, Ohio 43215

You will be notified of a hearing date with the Special Master afer your completed dispute form
is received by CMHA and the Equal Justice Foundation.



EXHIBIT BC
Page 1 reverse

IMPORTANT NOTICE

This fetter is being mailed to you as a part of a settlement in a class action
lawsuit, known as Kimberly Watis, et al, on behalf of herself and all others similarly
sjteated v. Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority, case number C2-00-145, in
the United States District Court for the Southern District of Ohio, Eastern Division,
at Columbus. The lawsuit was filed against the Columbus Metropolitan Housing
Authority {CMHA) by a tenant who asserted claims on behalf of current and former
tenants. The Court has determined that the settiement reached between the parties
to that lawsuit is fair to the members of the affected classes.

You are receiving this letier because you may be a member of one of the three
classes of current and former tenants who are affected by the lawsuit. Please read
this letter and the enclosed documents very carefully. If you do not follow the
instructions in this letter and the enclosed documents carefully and act within the
time limits stated, you may lose valuable legai rights,

The complete settlement agreement is a public document which may be
reviewed at the office of the Clerk of the United States District Court for the Southemn
District of Ohio, Eastemn Division, 85 Marconi Boulevard, Room 260, Columbus, Ohio,
43215. You may also obtain copies of the settlement agreement for $.10 per page
{17 pages, not including exhibits), plus postage, from the office of the Piaintiffs’
attorneys: Equatl Justice Foundation, 36 West Gay Street, Suite 300, Columbus, Ohio,
43215,

i you have questions about your legal rights, you should contact a licensed
attorney.



EXHIBIT BC
Page 2
CMHA “EID” Dispute Form

This information is being submitted under penalty of perjury

Name:
Current Mailing Address:

Telephone: {_ )- -
Date of Bisth {mm/dd/yyyy): / /
Last 4 digits of Social Security Number:

1. Twant to dispute the amount of my proposed rent credit from the Columbus Metropolitan Housing
Authonity.

Reasen for dispute (required):

2. I certify that I left CMHA housing after receiving (i) a notice from CMHA that my rent was to be
increased, or (i) a notice of lease termination or threatened eviction for nonpayment of rent, and I want to
submit a claim for Incidental Damages. I believe that CMHA should pay me § in addition to my

rent refund because

Whoever makes or presents to any person or officer in ihe civil, military, or naval service of the
United States, or to any department or agency thereof, any claim upon or against the United States,
or any department or ageacy thereof, knowing such claim to be false, fictitious, or fraudulent, shall
be imprisoned not more than five years and shall be subject to a fine in the amount provided in this
title, Title 18, United States Code, Section 287.

Date; Signature;

Mail one copy of this form to each of these addresses:

Equal Justice Foundation
ATTN: John A Bell, Senior Attorney
36 West Gay Street - Suite 300
Columbus, Ohio 43215

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ON THE REVERSE SIDE, OF THIS FORM - PLEASE READ!



EXHIBIT BC
Page 2 reverse

INFORMATION ON DISPUTES SUBMITTED TO THE SPECIAL MASTER

1. The Special Master will cortvene to resolve disputes quarterly. The Special Master can ONLY
decide disputes related to the Eamed Income Disregard (E1D).

2. Disputes will not be resolved until the next convening of the Special Master.

3. The Special Master will have Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority's “hard file” and the
computation form which was used to figure your proposed credit available.

4. Your written statement of the reasoen(s) for the dispute will be provided to the Special Master.

5. If you left CMHA housing after receiving (i) a notice from CMHA that your rent was to be
increased, or (i) a notice of lease termination or threatened eviction for nonpayment of rent, you
may claim Incidental Damages in addition to a rent refund. Incidental damages that may be
awarded by the Special Master are limited to Three Thousand Dollars ($3000). If you wish to
ciaim an amount greater than Three Thousand Dollars ($3000), you may opt out of the class and
pursue an independent lawsuit against CMHA, and you will nat be able to submit any claim nor
obtain any compensation under this Settlement.

6. There is no limit on the amount of rent refunds or credits available under this Settlement.

7. Proceedings befare the Special Master will be informal, along the lines of a small claims court
procedure.

~ 8. There will be no formal discovery except upon application to the Special Master.

8. You wili be permitted to review the Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority “hard file” once
that file is transmitted to the Special Master's office.

10. You will be asked to provide CMHA with copies of any decuments to be offered as evidence
in advance of the Special Master hearing.

11. Information in the Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority “hard file” concerning your
income and effective dates and amounts of rent is presumed to be correct.

12. The Special Master will issue a written report of her/his findings.



EXHIBIT BG
Page 1
CMHA “EID™ Ciaim Form

This information is being submitted under penalty of perjury

" Name;
Current Mailing Address:

Telephone: ( }- -
Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy): /  /
Last 4 digits of Soctal Security Number:

Date(s) you lived in CMHA housing: From To

Address where you lived in CMHA housing

What benefits did you receive (OWF, TANF, AFDC or PRC)?

{Name of program}

When did you receive these benefits? From: To:
(Must be on or after April 1, 1999)

When did you become employed?

(Must be o or afier October 1, 1999)

Name and address of employer?

I certify that the above information is true and complete under peralty of perjury.

Whoever makes or presents to any person or officer in the civil, military, or naval service of the
United States, or to any department or agency thereof, any claim upon or against the United States,
or any department or agency thereof, knowing such claim to be false, fictitious, or fraudulent, shall
be imprisoned not more than five years and shall he subject to a fine in the amount provided in this
title. Title 18, United States Code, Section 287.

Date: Signature:

Mail one copy of this form to each of these addresses:

Equal Justice Foundation
ATTN: John A. Bell, Senior Attorney
36 West Gay Street - Suite 300
Columbus, Ohio 43215



EXHIBIT BH
Page 1
Tenant name:
Tenant D #:
Unit # (if known):

<DATE>

Dear CMHA Tenant:

Under a Federal Law, calied the “Eamed Income Disregard” or "EID," a public housing authority
is not permitted to raise tenant rent based on employment income for certain tenants who
received OWF, TANF, AFDC or PRC benefits on or after April 1, 1999. The rent for those tenants
shouid stay the same for twelve {12) months from the time the tenants started their first jobs after
receiving the benefits, and then should have an increase based on 50% of the tenants
employment income for the next twelve {12) months.

You submitted a ciaim te the Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority showing that you received
OWF, TANF, AFDC or PRC benefits on or after April 1, 1999, that you had a rent increase after
that, and that one source of your incorne was employment.

The Columbus Mefropotitan Housing Autherity has made a determination regarding your claim for
the "EID.” This determination is based on the information on the attached form. Based on this
determination, your rent account has been credited in the amount of $

If you disagree with the amount of the proposed credit, you may request that the determination
be reviewed by a Special Master, if youwantto submit a disagreement apout the amount of your
credit to the Special Master, you must fill out the attached form and send one copy to the
foliowing address within fifteen (15) days of the postmark date of this letter. You must give &
written explanation of the reason for your dispute.

Send one copy of the dispute form to each address:

Equal Justice Foundation
ATTN: John A. Bell, Senior Attorney
36 West Gay Street - Suite 300
Columbus, Ohio 43215

You will be notified of a hearing date with the Special Master after your completed dispute form
ts received by CMHA and the Equa! Justice Foundation,



EXBIBIT BH
Page 1 reverse

IMPORTANT NOTICE

This letter Is being mailed to you as a part of a settlement in a class action
tawsuit, known as Kimberly Watts, et al, on behaif of herself and all others similarly
situated v. Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority, case number C2-00-1 45, in
the United States District Court for the Southemn District of Ohio, Eastern Division,
at Columbus. The lawsuit was filed against the Columbus Metropolitan Housing
Authority (CMHA) by a tenant who asserted claims on behalf of current and former
tenants, The Court has determined that the settiement reached between the parties
to that lawsuit is fair to the members of the affected classes.

You are receiving this letter because you may be a member of one of the three
classes of current and former tenants who are affected by the lawsuit. Please read
this letter and the enclosed documents very carefully. If you do not follow the
instructions in this letter and the enclosed documents carefully and act within the
time limits stated, you may lose vaiuable legal rights.

The complete settlement agreement is a public document which may be
reviewed at the office of the Clerk of the United States District Courtforthe Southern
District of Ohio, Eastern Division, 85 Marconi Boulevard, Room 260, Golumbus, Ohio,
43215. You may also obtain copies of the settlement agreement for $.10 per page
(17 pages, not including exhibits), plus postage, from the office of the Plaintifis’
attorneys: Equal Justice Foundation, 36 West Gay Street, Suite 300, Columbus, Ohio,
43215.

If you have questions about your legal rights, you shoutd contact a licensed
attormney,



EXHIBIT Bh

Page 2 reverse

INFORMATION ON DISPUTES SUBMITTED TO THE SPECIAL MASTER

1. The Special Master wili convene io resolve disputes quarterly. The Special Master can ONLY
decide disputes related o the Eamed Income Disregard (EID).

2. Disputes will not be resolved until the next convening of the Special Master.

3. The Special Master will have Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority’s *hard file” and the
computation farm which was used {o figure your proposed credit available.

4 Your written statement of the reason(s) for the dispute wilt be provided to the Special Master.

5. If you left CMHA housing after receiving (i} a notice from GMHA that your rent was to be
increased, or (ii) a hotice of iease termination or threatened eviction for nonpayment of rent, you
may claim Incidental Damages in addition to @ rent refund. Incidental damages that may be
awarded by the Special Master are limited to Three Thousand Dollars ($3000). 1f you wish o
claim an amount greater than Three Thousand Dollars ($3000), you may opt out of the class and
pursue an independent fawsuit against CMHA, and you will not be able to submit any claim nor
obtain any compensation under this Settiement.

6. There is no limit on the amount of rent refunds or credits available under this Settlement.

7. Proceedings before the Special Master will be informal, alongthe lines of a smalt claims court
procedure. '

8. There will be no formal discovery except upon application to the Special Master,

9. You will be permitted to review the Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority "hard file” once
that file is transmitted to the Special Master's office.

10. You will be asked to provide CMHA with copies of any documents to be offered as evidence
in advance of the Special Master hearing.

_11. Information in the Columbus Metrapalitan Housing Authority “hard file” concerning your
income and effective dates and amounis of rent is presumed to be correct.

12. The Special Master will issue a written report of her/his findings.



EXH!T BH
‘Page 2
CMHA “EID” Dispute Form

This information is being submitted under penalty of perjury

Name:
Current Mailing Address:

Telephone: )- -
Date of Buth (mm/dd/yyyy): / /

Last 4 digits of Social Security Number: -

1. L'want to dispute the amount of my proposed rent credit from the Columbus Metropolitan Housing
Authority,

Reason for dispute (required):

2. I centify that 1 Jeft CMHA housing after receiving (1) 2 notice from CMHA that my rent was to be
increased, or (ii) a notice of lease termination or threatened eviction for nonpayment of rent, and 1 want to
submit a claim for Incidental Damages. 1 believe that CMHA should pay me $ _in addition to my

rentrefund because

Whoever makes or presents to any person or officer in the civil, military, or naval service of the
United States, or to any department or agency thereof, any claim upon or against the United States,
or any department or agency thereof, knowing such claim to be false, fictitious, or fraudulent, shall
be iraprisoned not more than five years and shall be subject to a fine in the amount provided in this
title. Title 18, United States Code, Section 287.

Date: Signature:

Mail one copy of this form to each of these addresses:

Equal Justice Foundation
ATTN: John A. Bell; Senior Attorney
36 West Gay Street - Suite 300
Columbus, Ohio 43215

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ON THE REVERSE SIDE OF THIS FORM - PLEASE READ!



EXHIBIT CA
Page ]
CMHA “EID” Claim Form

This information is being submitted under penalty of perjury

Name:
Current Mailing Address:

Telephone: ( )- -
Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy): /

Last 4 digits of Social Security Number:

Date(s) you lived in CMHA housing: From To

Address where you five(d) in CMHA housing

When did you become employed (first job after October 1, 1099)7

Name and address of employer?

What was your last job before the above employment? From: ___

To

Name and address of employer?

1 certify that the above information is true and complete under penalty of perjury.

Whoever makes or presents to any persoa or officer in the civil, military, or naval service of the
Tnited States, or to any departmeni or agency thereof, any claim upon or against the United States,
or any department or agency thereof, knowing such claim to be false, fictitious, or fraudulent, shall
be imprisoned not more than five years and shall be subject to a fine in the amount provided in this
title. Title 18, United States Code, Section 287.

Date: Signature:

* Mail one copy of this fonn to:

Equal Justice Foundation
ATTN: John A. Bel}, Senior Attorney
36 West Gay Street - Suite 300
Columbus, Ohio 43215



EXHIBIT CB

Worksheet for Sub-class C

TENANT NAME: . TENANT FILE#

1. At any time after October 1, 1998, did any member of this household receive income
from employment after being unemployed for more than one year of having received 3 25750r
Jess in the previous 12 months?

YES NO

if YES, identify each such person

if YES, on what dates was the person unemployed?

From: TO!
From: Ton
From: To:

LIRS xxkirh ER T L e i ek EwEEN L3 L A

2. Atany time after October 1, 1999, did the household’s rent increase based in any part
upon the employment income of any household member(s) identified in Question 1 above?

YES NO
A (B) © ) €
Date of increase  From previous To new Difference between Number of months Multiply
rent: rent:  previous rent and new at new rent: Ctimes D

rents [B minus A}

$ S $ —_— 5.
3 . 3 I S___
$ $ S__ SR
3 $ 3 . b S
3 s S__ — S
3 $ I S

4, AMOUNT IN COLUMN (E) FOR FIRST TWELVE (12) MONTHS AFTER
THE FIRST DATE IN ANSWER TO GUESTION 2, ABOVE, IS: © s
AMOUNT N COLUMN (E) FOR SECOND TWELVE (12) MONTHS
AFTER THE FIRST DATE IN ANSWER TO QUESTION 2, ABOVE,
is: HALF OF THIS AMOUNT 1S Gy 3 .
This is the total amount of rent credit due to the tenant: TOTAL (F) +
Gre

It the total of (F) + (G} is $0 or if the answer to question 3 is “no.” no credit is due to the tenant.

Rent Credit Totat Due to Tenant. 5




EXHIBIT CC
Page 1
Tenant name:
Tenant 1D #:
Unit # {if known):

<DATE>
Dear CMHA Tenant

Under a Federal Law, called the “Earmed income Disregard” or “£1D,” a pubtic housing authority
is not permitted to raise tenant rent based on employment income for certain tenants who had 2
family member retumn to wark after being out of work for twelve {12) months or eaming less than
$2575 in the preceding twelve (12) months. The rent for those tenants should stay the same for
twelve (12) months from the time the family member started their first jobs, and then should have
an increase based on 50% of the family member's employment income for the next twelve (12)
manths.

You submitted a claim to the Columbus Metropalitan Housing Authority showing that you had a
family member return to work after being out of work for twelve {12) months of eaming less than
$2575 in the preceding twelve {12) months on or after April 1, 1999, and that you had a rem!
increase after that.

The Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority has made a determination regarding your claim for
the “EID* This determination is based on the information on the attached form. Based on this
determination, your rent account has been credited in the amount of §

If you disagree with the amount of the proposed credit, you may request that the determination
be reviewed by a Special Master, If youwanttc submit a disagreement about the amount of your
credit to the Speciat Master, you must fill out the attached form and send one copy to the
following address within fifteen (15) days of the postmark date of this letter. You must give a
written explanation of the reason for your dispute.

Send one copy of the dispute form to:

Equal Justice Foundation
ATTN: John A. Bell, Senior Attorney
36 West Gay Street - Suite 300
Columbus, Ohio 43215

You will be notified of a hearing date with the Speciat Master after your completed dispute form
is received by CMHA and the Equal Justice Foundation.



EXHIBIT CC
Page 1 reverse

IMPORTANT NOTICE

This letter is being mailed to you as a part of a settlement in a ciass action
jawsuit, known as Kimberly Watts, et al, on behalf of herself and all others similarly
situated v. Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority, case number C2.00-145, in
the United States District Court for the Southem District of Chio, Eastern Division,
at Columbus. The lawsuit was filed against the Columbus Metropoiitan Housing
Authority {CMHA) by a tenant who asserted claims on behalf of current and former
tenants. The Court has determined that the settiement reached between the parties
to that lawsuit is fair to the members of the affected classes.

You are receiving this fetter because you may be a member of one of the three
classes of current and former tenants who are affected by the lawsuit. Please read
this letter and the enclosed documents very carefully. If you do not follow the -
instructions in this letter and the enclosed documents carefutly and act within the
time limits stated, you may lose valuable legal rights.

The complete settiement agreement is a public document which may be
reviewed at the office of the Clerk of the United States District Court for the Southerm
District of Ohio, Eastern Division, 85 Marconi Boulevard, Room 2560, Golumbus, Ohio,
43215. You may also obtain copies of the settiement agreement for $.10 per page
(17 pages, not including exhibits}), plus postage, from the office of the Plaintiffs’
attomeys: Equal Justice Foundation, 36 West Gay Street, Suite 300, Columbus, Ohio,
43215,

if you have questions about your legal rights, you should contact a licensed
attorney.



EXHIBIT CC
Page 2
CMHA “EID” Dispute Form

This information is being submitted under penalty of perjury

Name:
Current Mailing Address:

Telephone: ( }- -
Date of Birth (mm/dd/yyyy). / !
Last 4 digits of Social Securtty Nurmber:

1. 1 want to dispute the amount of my proposed rent credit from the Columbus Metropolitan Housing
Authority.

Reason for dispute (required):

2. 1 certify that I left CMHA housing after receiving (i) a notice from CMHA that my rent was to be
increased, or (i) & notice of lease termination or threatened eviction for nonpayoent of rent, and I want to
submit a claim for Incidental Damages. 1 believe that CMHA should pay me $ in addition to my

rent refund because

Whoever makes or presents to any person or officer in the civil, military, or naval seryice of the
United States, or to any department or agency thereof, any claim upon or against the United States,
or any department or agency thereof, knowing such claim to be false, fictitious, or frandulent, shall
be imprisoned not more than five years and shall be subject to a fine in the amount provided in this
title, Title 18, United States Code, Section 287.

Date: Siguature:

Mait one copy of this form to:

Equal Justice Foundation
ATTN: John A. Bell, Senior Attorney
36 West Gay Street - Suite 300
Columbus, Ohio 43215

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ON THE REVERSE SIDE OF THIS FORM - PLEASE READ!



EXHIBIT CC
Page 2 reverse

INFORMATION ON DISPUTES SUBMITTED TO THE SPECIAL MASTER

1. Thie Specia! Master wili convene 1o resolve disputes quarterly. The Special Master can ONLY
decide disputes related to the Eamed Income Disregard (EID).

2. Disputes will not be resolved until the nexi convening of the Special Master.

3. The Special Master will have Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority’s “hard file® and the
computation form which was used to figure your proposed credit available.

4. Your writters statement of the reason(s) for the dispute wilt be provided to the Special Master.

5. If you left CMHA housing after receiving (i) a notice from CMHA that your rent was to be
increased, or (i) a notice of lease termination or threatened eviction for nonpayment of rent, you
may claim Incidental Damages in addition to a rent refund. Incidental damages that may be
awarded by the Special Master are limited to Three Thousand Doliars ($3000). If youwish 1o
claim an amount greater than Three Thousand Doliars ($3000), youmay opt out of the class and
pursue an independent lawsuit against CMHA, and you will not be able to submit any claim nor
obtain any compensation under this Settlement.

6. There is no limit on the amount of rent refunds or credits available under this Settlement. '

7. Praceedings before the Special Master will be informal, along the lines of a small claims court
procedure,

8. There will be no formal discovery except upon application to the Special Master.

9. You will be permitted to review the Columbus Metropotitan Housing Authority “hard file” once
that file js transmitted to the Special Master’s office.

10. You will be asked to provide CMHA with copies of any documents to be offered as evidence
in advance of the Special Master hearing.

41. Information in the Columbus Metrapolitan Housing Authority “hard file” concerning your
income and effective dates and amounts of rent is presumed to be correct. '

12. The Special Master will issue.a written repori of her/his findings.



Exhibit D

DECISION OF SPECIAL MASTER

inre: Claim of Tenant

Tenant iD #.
Uit # (if known):
Date of Birth {mm/dd/yyyy): / /

Last 4 digits of Social Security Number:

The above tenant:

was identified and notified of an EID credit by CMHA on
in which CMHA aliowed an EID credit to the tenant in the amount of $

submitted a claim to the Columbus Mstropolitan Housing Authority
(CMHA) under the Eamed Income Disregard (EID) class action lawsuit
settlement, on

On CMHA took the foliowing action on the tenant’s claim:
____denied the claim
____ allowed the claim in the amount of §

The tenant submitted a dispute form and the matter came on for consideration on
this day of , 200__.  The tenant's dispute is briefly
summarized as:

DECISION ON REVERSE



Exhibit D
Reverse

DECISION

The tenant’s dispute is well-taken and the tenant is granted a total credit in the amount

of § . This includes $ as incidental damages. The
reason(s) for finding the tenant's dispute tobe well taken is{are):

The tenant’s dispute is not well-taken and the action by CMHA is now final because

Date: , 200

Signature of Special Master

Copies of this Decision shall be mailed to;

Tenant name;
Tenant mailing address:

Golumbus Metropolitan Housing Authority Equal Justice Foundation
ATTENTION: EID Claims ATTN: John A. Bell, Senior Attorney
880 East Eleventh Avenue 36 West Gay Street - Suite 300

Columbus, Ohio 43211 Columbus, Chio 43215



Exhibit £
LOG OF CASES REVIEWED BY MANAGER

At the conclusion of a recertification interview, if “yes” is answered for OWF, TANF, AFDC or PRC, and gainful empioyment

income, the RTS form will be forwarded to a supervisor or manager for review to determine whether the Earned Income
Disregard applies. The manager who reviews these cases is to enter the information from his or her review in this log.

Date: Name of Tenant: Name of Reviewing Manager:

Action Taken: adjustment for £1D No adjustment  Reason(s) for Action Taken:

S —

Date: . Name of Tenan: Name of Reviewing Manager:
Action Taken: adjustment for EID No adjustment  Reason(s) for Action Taken:
Date; Name of Tenant: Name of Reviewing Manager:
Action Taken: adjustment for £I1D No adjustment  Reason(s) for Action Taken:
Date: Name of Tenant; Name of Reviewing Manager:
Action Taken: adjustment for EID No adjustment  Reason(s) for Action Taken:
Date; Name of Tenant: Name of Reviewing Manager:

Action Taken; adjustment for EID No adjustment  Reason(s) for Action Taken:




Exhibit E
log continuation page

Date: Name of Tenant: Name of Reviewing Manager:
Action Taken: _ adjustment for EID No adjustment  Reason(s) for Action Taken:
Date: Name of Tenant: Name of Reviewing Manager:
Action Taken: adjustment for EID No adjustment  Reason(s) for Action Taken:

Date: Name of Tenant; Name of Reviewing Manager:
Aclion Taken: adjustment for EiD No adjustment  Reason(s} for Action Taken.
Date: Name of Tenant: Name of Reviewing Manager:
Action Taken: adjustment for EID No adjustment  Reason(s) for Acticn Taken:
Date: Name of Tenant: Name of Reviewing Manager:

Action Taken: adjustment for EID No adjustment  Reason(s) for Action Taken:




EXHIBIT G
TIMETABLE FOR CLAIMS SUBMISSION, REVIEW AND DECISION

Tenants may submit claims within one year after the mailing of the letters described in paragraphs I (B), (C)(1)
and (C)(iit), II(B), (C)(i) and (C)(ii), II(B) and (C) and 1V(B), or one year after the first publication of the
notices described in paragraphs I(C){iv) and (C)(v) and I(C)(iv) and (C)(v) in the Columbus Dispatch,
whichever islater. The following timetable anticipates that all mailings required under paragraphs I (B), (C){i)

and {C)(1il), H(A), (C)(i) and (C)(iii), and ITI(B) and (C) will be completed within 30 days after approval of
the settlement.

For Claims Received: CMHA Must complete review and Tenant must submit dispute
submit form Exhibit AF, Exhibir BA to CMHA and EJF
ot Exhibit CB to Tenant and EIF
Within 6 months after within 90 days of receipt within 45 days of receipt
Approva! of Settlement of tenant claim of Exhibit AF, BA or CB
In the 7" through 9* month within 60 days of receipt within 30 days of receipt
after Approval of Settlement of tenant claim of Exhibit A¥, BA or CB
In the. 10* month within 3¢ days of receipt within 15 days of receipt
after Approval of Settlement of tenant claim of Exhibit AF, BA or CB
In the 11™ month within 15 days of receipt within 7 days of receipt
after Approvat of Settlement of tenant clamm of Exhibit AF, BAor CB
After the 11™ month within 7 days of receipt within 3 days of receipt

after Approval of Settlement of tenant claim of Exhibit AF, BAor CB



EXHIBITH

The Defendant agrees to pay the fees of the Equal Justice Foundation, as counse!
for the Plaintiff class, for services rendered prior to September 1, 2001, by remitting a
check, payable to the Equal Justice Foundation, in the amount of quty-Eight-Thousa nd-
Three-Hundred-Twenty-Six Dollars ($48,326), within 30 days after the Court's preliminary
determination of fairness af the Settiement Agreement as described in paragraph 8 (A) of
the Setilement Agreement. This amount is based on the attached biliing statement which
the Equal Justice Foundation represents to Counsel and the Courtis a true and accurate
statement of the time actually involved in preparation and presentation of this case, and
which is billed at the normal hourly rate for all services provided by the Equal Justice
Foundation. In the interests of reaching an amicable settlement, the parties have agreed
io reduce the billed amount of fees and costs on the attached statement ($54,816.1 3), by
twelve per-cent (12%). This one-time reduction does not a-ffect the agreement of the
Defendants to pay for the services of the Equal Justice Foundation rendered after
September 1, 2001. The Equal Justice Foundation further represents to Counse! and the
Court that the services on the attached detail are only the services of counsel and do not
include services of support staff or office overhead. Both parties agree that this is one of
the firsi cases in the United States dealing with the Eamed Income Disregard and that as
such, it presented novel ciaims and issues to counsel. The Equal Justice Foundation
makes no other warranty nor representation as to the fees charged by any other attorney.

The Defendant agrees to pay the fees of the Equal Justice Foundation, as counsel
for the Plaintiff class, for services rendered subsequent to September 1, 2001, by remitting
a check, payable to the Equal Justice Foundation, inthe amount of the fees charged in a
billing statement which will be presented by the Equal Justice Foundation at the time the
parties submit their joint motion for final judgment dismissing all claims against the
Defendant with prejudice, as described in paragraph 8(D) of the Settlement Agreement,

within thirty (30) days after the joint submission of that motion.



