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  Ordinance Updates 

The San Diego City Council adopted an ordinance to amend City of  San 
Diego law in July 2018. 

Effective August 1, 2019, landlords cannot decline a tenant based only on 
the household receiving rental assistance. 

Rental assistance is a protected source of income. 

Landlords retain the right to screen all applicants according to lawful 
criteria, subject to fair housing laws. 
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  Ordinance Updates 

• Legal Aid Society of San Diego received a grant from the San Diego 
Housing Commission to provide education and outreach on the new 
source of income protections: 
•  Housing providers 

• Community based organizations 

• Tenants   



Prohibited Activity 

Landlords with rental properties in the City of San Diego cannot 
take the following actions based only on a person’s source of 
income:  

• Refuse to enter into or renew an agreement for tenancy 

• Interrupt or terminate any tenancy 

• Falsely represent that a rental-unit is not available for tenancy 

• Require any clause, condition or restriction in the terms of an 
agreement for tenancy 

• Restrict a tenant’s access to facilities or services on real property 
associated with tenancy, or refuse repairs or improvements to 
real property associated with the tenancy 
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It is also unlawful to “make, print, publish, advertise, or disseminate in any 
way” a notice, statement or advertisement that indicates that a tenant will 
be declined based on a person’s source of income.  
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Landlords also may not use a financial or income standard for entering into 
or renewing a tenancy that either: 

• Fails to account for any tenant’s or prospective tenant’s entire source of income; or  

• Fails to account for the aggregate source of income of tenants residing together or proposing to 
reside together, or for tenants and their co-signers. 
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Exceptions for Owner-Occupied Rental Units 

 

Homeowners who live in their house, condominium or other single-family 
unit and rent out a room within that unit are exempt from the City of   San 
Diego’s Source of Income ordinance. 
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A lawsuit may be filed for any violation that occurs on or after August 1, 2019.  

Any lawsuit must be brought within one year from the discovery of the violation 
and may seek monetary damages as well as an injunction against the landlord.  

If a court determines the landlord has violated the ordinance, it must award 
damages equal to three-times the monthly rent that the landlord advertised the 
rental unit for at the time of the violation. It also has the power to award 
punitive damages and attorney’s fees and costs. 
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  Lessons Learned  

1. How to engage housing providers? 

2. Will housing providers show up for trainings? 

3. Providers have very particular questions relating to the leasing up 
process? 

4. Screening section 8 tenants for tenancy without knowledge of rent 
portion? 

 

 


