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NHLP	Nuisance	Ordinance	and	Crime-Free	Housing	Initiative		
 

• Website: https://www.nhlp.org/initiatives/nuisance/ 
 

• E-mail for information, training, and technical assistance requests: 
nuisance@nhlp.org 

	
Federal	Guidance		
	

• HUD, Office of General Counsel Guidance on Application of Fair Housing Act 
Standards to the Enforcement of Local Nuisance and Crime-Free Housing 
Ordinances Against Victims of Domestic Violence, Other Crime Victims, and 
Others Who Require Police or Emergency Services (Sept. 13, 2016), available at: 
https://www.nhlp.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/1-HUD-Nuisance-Guidance.pdf 

 
• DOJ, HUD Issues Fair Housing Act Guidance to Help Domestic Violence Victims 

(Nov. 2016), available at: https://www.justice.gov/archives/opa/blog/hud-issues-
fair-housing-act-guidance-help-domestic-violence-victims 

 
• Sara K. Pratt, HUD, Assessing Claims of Housing Discrimination Against Victims 

of Domestic Violence under the Fair Housing Act (FHAct) and the Violence 
Against Women Act (VAWA), available at: https://www.nhlp.org/wp-
content/uploads/2017/09/Housing-Discrimination-Against-Victims-of-DV-
2011.pdf 

 
Select	Research	and	Analysis		
	

• Kathryn V. Ramsey, One Strike 2.0: How Local Governments are Distorting a 
Flawed Federal Eviction Law (2018), available at: 
https://www.uclalawreview.org/wp-content/uploads/securepdfs/2018/07/65.5.3-
Ramsey.pdf 
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• NY ACLU and ACLU, More Than a Nuisance: The Outsized Consequences of 

New York’s Nuisance Ordinances (Aug. 2018), available at: 
https://www.nyclu.org/sites/default/files/field_documents/nyclu_nuisancereport_2
0180809.pdf 

 
• Cleveland State University and ACLU of Ohio, Who is a Nuisance? Criminal 

Activity Nuisance Ordinances in Ohio (Nov. 2017), available at: 
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3067028 

 
• Emily Werth, Sargent Shriver National Center on Poverty Law, The Cost of Being 

“Crime-Free”: Legal and Practical Consequences of Crime Free Rental Housing 
and Nuisance Property Ordinances (Aug. 2013), available at: 
http://www.povertylaw.org/files/docs/cost-of-being-crime-free.pdf 

 
• Matthew Desmond and Nicol Valdez, Unpolicing the Urban Poor: Consequences 

of Third-Party Policing for Inner-City Women (2013), available at: 
https://scholar.harvard.edu/files/mdesmond/files/desmond.valdez.unpolicing.asr__
0.pdf 

 
Select	Case	Examples		
	

• Briggs v. Norristown, Pennsylvania (2013) 
https://www.aclu.org/cases/briggs-v-borough-norristown-et-
al?redirect=womens-rights/briggs-v-borough-norristown-et-al 
 

• Berlin, New Hampshire (2014) 
https://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/documents/huddoc?id=TownBerlin.pdf 
 

• Markham v. City of Surprise, Arizona (2015) 
https://www.aclu.org/cases/nancy-markham-v-city-surprise 
 

• Victor Valley Family Resource Ctr. v. City of Hesperia (filed 2016, settled 2018) 
https://www.aclusocal.org/en/cases/victor-valley-family-resource-center-v-city-
hesperia 
 

• Jones et al. v. City of Faribault (filed 2018) 
https://www.aclu.org/cases/jones-et-al-v-city-faribault	


