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The right to call for police or emergency assistance is crucial for everyone - including survivors of
domestic and sexual violence, as well as persons with disabilities. However, in many places across the country,
the ability to call for such assistance can result in penalties simply for calling for help. Local laws known as
"nuisance ordinances" often impose penalties on property owners for activity on their properties considered to
be "nuisance" activity. Because "nuisance" activity is broadly defined, these ordinances may capture conduct
such as making a certain number of calls for police or emergency assistance related to a particular property
within a specific time period -- including reporting domestic violence. In response to nuisance citations from a
city or town, property owners often evict renters to avoid penalties.

A number of states have laws that protect someone's right to call police or emergency assistance, though
the level of protection varies by state. Federal law may offer additional protections. For additional resources,
visit: www.nhlp.org/initiatives/nuisance/
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