Speaker Biographies
HANNAH ADAMS is a staff attorney in the housing unit at Southeast Louisiana Legal Services, the free civil legal
aid provider serving the New Orleans area. She represents low‐income tenants in evictions, subsidy
terminations, rental housing disputes, and affirmative lawsuits against slumlords. Hannah is a graduate of
Northeastern University School of Law and a recipient of a 2015 Equal Justice Works fellowship as well as a
2017 Borchard Foundation for Law and Aging Fellowship. In addition to her work at SLLS, Hannah is a board
member at Jane Place Neighborhood Sustainability Initiative (JPNSI), a community land trust and housing
justice organization in New Orleans.
ESPERANZA ALEJANDRO‐BERUBE is Manager of Resident Services for the New Bedford Housing Authority (NBHA) in
Massachusetts. The New Bedford Housing Authority is a large housing authority with over 5,000 public
housing units and Housing Choice Vouchers combined. The Resident Services Programs provides supports for
residents in family sites as well as to the elderly and disabled population. Prior to the NBHA, Esperanza was
Assistant Executive Director of Our Sisters’ School, an independent middle school for girls; Director of the
Parent Aide Program, which provided supports for DCF families who had lost custody of their children or were
at risk of losing their parental rights; and Coordinator for Home Visiting Programs at PACE Family Center
working with families to empower their family stability and educational outcomes.
MICHAEL ALLEN is a partner in the civil rights law firm of Relman, Dane & Colfax, PLLC where his practice focuses
on litigation under the Fair Housing Act and Americans with Disabilities Act. He has been lead counsel in
federal litigation and HUD administrative complaints concerning the obligation of state and municipalities to
“affirmatively further fair housing.” Notable cases involve Westchester County (New York), the State of Texas,
the State of New Jersey and Sussex County (Delaware). He joined the firm in June 2006, after 11 years of
litigation and other advocacy on behalf of poor people and people with disabilities at the Bazelon Center for
Mental Health Law and a decade at Legal Services of Northern Virginia. Michael has litigated and lobbied at
the federal and state levels, and appeared in national print and electronic media.
GIDEON ANDERS is a Senior Staff Attorney at the National Housing Law Project (NHLP). He has worked for NHLP
for nearly 40 years, including eleven years as NHLP’s executive director. Gideon retired from full‐time work in
2008, but has remained on a part‐time basis. He provides legal and technical assistance on the preservation of
rural rental housing and on the housing rights of the residents and homeowners in the Rural Housing Service
subsidized housing programs. He has co‐authored two editions of FmHA Housing Programs: Tenants’ and
Purchasers’ Rights published in 1980 and 1995, and RD/RHS Homeowner’s Programs: Owners’ and Purchasers’
Rights, published in 2010.
GAVIN BATES is a staff attorney at South Coastal Counties Legal Services, Inc. (SCCLS) located in Massachusetts.
Gavin joined SCCLS, which provides free legal assistance for low‐income individuals dealing with civil law issues
throughout the southeastern part of the state, four years ago. Gavin does most of his work in eviction
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defense, emphasizing but not limited to public and subsidized housing cases in both state and federally funded
properties. Previously, Gavin worked as a public defender, including with the Orleans Public Defenders in New
Orleans. He holds a B.A. and M.P.A. from Clark University in Worcester, Massachusetts and received his J.D.
from Boston College Law School.
COLETTE PICHON BATTLE is the founder and Executive Director of the Gulf Coast Center for Law & Policy (GCCLP)
and develops programming focused on Equitable Disaster Recovery, Global Migration, Community Economic
Development, Climate Justice and Energy Democracy. Colette works with local communities, national funders
and elected officials in the post‐Katrina/post‐BP disaster recovery and was a lead coordinator for Gulf South
Rising 2015, a regional initiative around climate justice and just transition in the South. In addition to
developing advocacy initiatives that intersect with race, systems of power and ecology, Colette manages
GCCLP’s legal services in immigration law and disaster law. In 2018, Colette was awarded with an Honorary
Doctorate from Kenyon College. In 2016, Colette was named a White House Champion of Change for Climate
Equity and in 2015, was selected as an Echoing Green Climate Fellow.
ANNE BELLOWS is an associate at the public interest firm Goldstein, Borgen, Dardarian & Ho in Oakland,
California, where she litigates housing, voting rights, and consumer rights cases. Prior to joining the firm, Anne
worked at Public Advocates, Inc., using fair housing law and other tools to challenge the harassment and
displacement of low‐income tenants of color, including tenants from immigrant backgrounds. Anne also
clerked for the Honorable Eric L. Clay on the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit and litigated fair
housing and employment discrimination cases as a civil rights fellow at Relman, Dane & Colfax PLLC in
Washington, DC.
KARA BRODFUEHRER is a staff attorney with the National Housing Law Project (NHLP) and leads NHLP’s California‐
based initiatives, including providing extensive support to California attorneys in the areas of eviction defense,
Low Income Housing Tax Credits, and preservation. Prior to joining NHLP, Kara was a Senior Attorney at the
Law Foundation of Silicon Valley’s Mental Health Advocacy Project representing low‐income tenants in a wide
variety of landlord/tenant disputes, affirmative litigation, and civil commitment hearings. Kara started her
legal career at California Rural Legal Assistance Inc., where she focused on improving public infrastructure, fair
representation, and promoting environmental justice in disadvantaged unincorporated communities.
ZOE BROWN is a Senior Housing Attorney at Open Door Legal (ODL). For the last three years, she has been the
head of the housing team at ODL, helping ODL to meet its mission of not turning away any housing clients with
a legally viable claim or in eviction proceedings, in their service area. Prior to working at Open Door Legal, Zoe
was a staff attorney at a fair housing agency in the San Francisco Bay Area for three years, handling
administrative state and federal housing discrimination cases from investigation up through settlement. Zoe
also has a background in domestic violence restraining order cases, and in human rights, with a focus on anti‐
displacement work in the international development context.
KIMBERLY BROWN MYLES is the Managing Attorney of the Fair Housing Unit at Lone Star Legal Aid (LSLA) in
Houston, Texas. Previously, she was a staff attorney in the Consumer and Public Benefits Units at LSLA. She
has been with the firm since November 2009. Kimberly is a graduate of Loyola University New Orleans and
Southern University Law Center in Baton Rouge. In law school, Kimberly was the Chairperson of the Southern
University Law Center Moot Court Team. She was also associate editor of the Journal of Race, Gender and
Poverty. Prior to LSLA, Kimberly clerked at McGlinchey‐Stafford, P.L.L.C. and King, Krebs and Jurgens, P.L.L.C. in
New Orleans. She also interned at fellow LSC organization Capital Area Legal Services in Baton Rouge. She is
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licensed to practice in the State of Texas and for federal court practice in the Southern District of Texas.
Kimberly previously served as a Board Member for Gateway to Care, an organization that assists uninsured
individuals in obtaining healthcare. She is a member of the Houston Bar Association.
BRANDEN BUTLER is the Senior Attorney of the Fair Housing Center of the Legal Aid Society of San Diego, Inc.
(LASSD), where he has worked since 2009. Prior to law school, Branden began his career as a Housing
Advocate at Communities Actively Living Independent and Free (CALIF), a disability rights organization in the
skid row section of downtown Los Angeles from 2003‐2006. Branden’s passion for housing issues continued
when he was instrumental in creating a brand new fair housing program at LASSD that is anchored with
multiple grants from HUD, City of San Diego, and County of San Diego that specifically address housing
discrimination. Branden litigates fair housing cases in federal court on a broad range of issues and regularly
conducts fair housing trainings for organizations. Branden is also currently the President of the San Diego
Regional Alliance for Fair Housing. Branden has a J.D. from the Thomas Jefferson School of Law and a B.A. in
Political Science from California State University, Chico.
JIA MIN CHENG is a staff attorney at Bay Area Legal Aid (BayLegal) in California, providing free civil legal
assistance to low‐income residents in San Francisco and Alameda Counties. Jia Min is the project coordinator
for BayLegal's Medical‐Legal Partnerships (MLP). She has been on staff with BayLegal since 2011 when she
took over as legal director of the San Francisco Medical‐Legal Partnership with San Francisco General Hospital.
Jia Min has asserted the rights of limited‐English proficient tenants through HUD's administrative fair housing
proceedings, obtaining conciliation agreements and voluntary compliance agreements to ensure that the local
housing agency complies with language access requirements. Prior to BayLegal, Jia Min volunteered
extensively with the National Housing Law Project and the San Francisco Justice & Diversity Center's Housing
Negotiation Project. She is a graduate of the University of Oregon School of Law.
DEBBIE CHIZEWER teaches at Northwestern Pritzker School of Law in the Environmental Advocacy Clinic, and has
taught environmental law classes at Chicago‐Kent College of Law, where she also served as the Assistant
Director of the Program in Environmental and Energy Law and helped launch the environmental law clinic. Her
Northwestern clinic caseload focuses on environmental justice issues and includes representation of resident
groups facing lead and arsenic contamination in East Chicago, Indiana and exposures to petroleum coke and
manganese dust on the Southeast Side of Chicago. Debbie also serves as the Board Chair of the Sargent
Shriver National Center on Poverty Law. Prior to teaching, Debbie practiced in the environmental law group at
a large Washington, DC law firm, served as an attorney for the National Wildlife Federation's Montana office
and the Alliance for the Great Lakes' Chicago office. Debbie received her J.D. from Boston University School of
Law and her BA, cum laude, from Princeton University. Immediately after law school, Debbie clerked for The
Honorable Joseph Farnan, Jr, in the U.S. District Court for the District of Delaware.
MAXWELL CIARDULLO is the Director of Policy and Communications for the Greater New Orleans Fair Housing
Action Center (GNOFHAC). At GNOFHAC, he leads the organization’s legislative, regulatory, and
communications work at the local, state, and federal levels related to policies that encourage fair housing
choice and decrease segregation. Prior to joining GNOFHAC, he worked as a health care access policy fellow
with the New Orleans Health Department as part of the White House Strong Cities, Strong Communities
initiative. Maxwell has served on the City of New Orleans Neighborhood Housing Advisory Council, the board
of the Lower Garden District Association, and was selected as a 2019 New Leaders Council Fellow. Maxwell
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holds a master's degree in regional planning from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst and an
undergraduate degree in Sociology from the University of Illinois, Champaign‐Urbana.
EMILY COFFEY is a Housing Justice Staff Attorney at the Sargent Shriver National Center on Poverty Law. Emily
focuses her work on the preservation of affordable housing, fair housing, and the intersection of
environmental and health justice and affordable housing. She has represented public housing residents in East
Chicago, IN, displaced as a result of extreme levels of lead and arsenic contamination in the soil at their public
housing complex, in Cairo, IL, displaced by years of racially motivated disinvestment and corruption, and
throughout Illinois in many campaigns to preserve thousands of units of affordable housing. She is counsel in
HOPE Fair Housing Center v. City of Peoria, the first challenge of a crime‐free ordinance for targeting people of
color as well as survivors of domestic violence. Prior to the Shriver Center in 2015, Emily worked at the
Lawyers' Committee for Better Housing, where she represented tenants whose landlords were in foreclosure
through litigation and policy advocacy. Before law school, Emily worked at a legal aid hotline providing
homeless prevention supportive services. Emily graduated with honors from both Beloit College and Loyola
University Chicago School of Law.
KAREN COHN is a Senior Industrial Hygienist at San Francisco Department of Public Health and a 25‐year
Program Manager of the Children’s Environmental Health Promotion Program within the Environmental
Health Branch of the Population Health Division. The core activity of the program is the use of code
enforcement investigations to eliminate lead hazards to children, both proactively and in response to
identified lead exposure. To ensure that vulnerable families have healthy housing, Karen created a
comprehensive environmental home assessment service for Maternal Child Health client families at highest
risk of lead, mold, pest, sanitation and other hazards, which includes an assessment of social determinants of
health and resources for identified needs. The program also offers asthma home visiting to support
environmental control and supports the San Francisco Asthma Task Force. Karen guided many of the Asthma
Task Force’s special projects, including grants to communities most affected by asthma, a bleach‐free
disinfection in child care project, a green cleaning in schools project, and a pediatric asthma hospitalization
research study. Karen currently conducts community outreach regarding the restoration of the Hunters Point
Shipyard in San Francisco.
CRISTINA CORTES is the Domestic Violence Coordinator for the Los Angeles Homeless Services Authority. Her
primary focus is to ensure that survivors of domestic violence, human trafficking, and sexual assault are able
to safely access mainstream homeless services, through community education maybe and partnership
building. She is part of the leadership team of the Domestic Violence‐Homeless Services Coalition, and is a co‐
chair of the Education & Training Work Group, where she builds policy frameworks, and analyzes and
improves programs. Previously, Cristina worked for the sole domestic violence shelter in the City of Santa
Monica, Sojourn, providing direct services, running the 24‐hour hotline, and managing the Outreach &
Prevention division.
SCOTT CRAIN is an attorney and advocacy coordinator for Northwest Justice Project (NJP) in Seattle,
Washington. Currently, Scott’s work focuses on the rights of low‐income people to live in safe and stable
housing, free from discrimination. Prior to working as an advocacy coordinator, Scott helped found NJP’s
Medical‐Legal Partnership (MLP). With MLP, Scott litigated public benefit issues on behalf of Medicaid‐eligible
children to prevent statewide reductions in TANF, expand autism services, and enhance EPSDT services for
kids with chronic health conditions. Scott also worked as a staff attorney for NJP in rural Washington, and was
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previously a research fellow for the Institute on Race and Poverty. Scott has a J.D. from the University of
Minnesota and a B.S. in Mathematics from Seattle University.
ERIK CRAWFORD served 16 years as President of Davidson/Site 166 Resident Association Inc., of the New York
City Housing Authority. At the age of 18, he was elected to represent the residents of Davidson Houses. During
his tenure, he advocated on behalf of his residents to secure programs, services and to improve the quality of
lives. Erik had the opportunity to meet with elected officials from all levels of government, even a personal
invitation to meet with senior staff at the White House around public housing and its future. He served on the
Jurisdictional‐wide council as Recording Secretary and then Vice‐Chair, and was an active member of the
Citywide Resident Advisory Board working on the 1‐ and 5‐year plan of the New York City Housing Authority.
Currently, Erik serves as the Regional Director of Public Housing Communities, Inc.
JAMIE CROOK is a Senior Staff Attorney for the ACLU Foundation of Northern California in San Francisco, where
she litigates impact cases in a range of areas, including racial and economic justice, criminal justice, and
immigrants’ rights. Jamie was previously an attorney at Relman, Dane & Colfax, where she practiced civil rights
litigation with an emphasis on housing and lending discrimination. Jamie’s better‐known cases include Central
Alabama Fair Housing Center v. Magee, 835 F. Supp. 2d 1165 (M.D. Ala. 2011), and Anderson Group LLC v. City
of Saratoga Springs, 805 F.3d 34 (2d Cir. 2015). Following her graduation from Berkeley Law School, Jamie
clerked for the Honorable Richard A. Paez, Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, and completed a fellowship with
Altshuler Berzon LLP and the Natural Resources Defense Counsel in San Francisco. She also served as counsel
for the Fair Housing and Community Development Project at the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under
Law.
MARTINA CUCULLU LIM is the Executive Director of the Eviction Defense Collaborative (EDC). The EDC provides
legal assistance to all tenants in San Francisco by preparing the initial responsive pleadings on a rapid basis
and represents many tenants on a full‐scope basis. EDC was chosen by San Francisco city leaders to coordinate
the effort to bring the right to counsel in eviction cases to all San Franciscans. Martina formerly worked as the
Director of the Tenants’ Rights Program at the Centro Legal de la Raza in Oakland, California. Martina has also
worked with the Alameda County Anti‐Displacement Crisis Intervention Program where she provided
emergency legal assistance to tenants.
LISA CYLAR BARRETT is Senior Policy Counsel at the NAACP Legal Defense and Education Fund (LDF) where she
focuses on developing and advancing policy strategies which increase fairness and equal opportunity for
African‐Americans in all aspects of the economy. Prior to joining LDF, Lisa served as the Managing Director of
Federal Policy at PolicyLink. In that position, she oversaw the development and execution of strategies to
advance racial and economic equity on a wide range of issues, including infrastructure investment, housing,
education, transportation, access to healthy food, water, and economic inclusion. Lisa received her B.A. from
Spelman College and her J.D. from Case Western Reserve University School of Law where she served as an
Associate Editor of the Health Matrix Law Journal. Her legal studies also included a semester at Oxford
University where she studied International Taxation and Comparative Legal Professions.
JULIA DALZELL serves as the Director of Community Affairs at Open Door Legal where she leads the development
portfolio as well as strategic relationships. Julia works closely with the City of San Francisco and partner
organizations under the Tenant Right to Counsel grants. She works on a host of issues pertaining to access to
justice, equity, and poverty alleviation strategies. Before joining Open Door Legal, Julia worked in a variety of
capacities for local government and policy groups on issues pertaining to public health policy and food justice.
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A California native, Julia received her B.A. from the University of Michigan and her J.D. from the University of
San Francisco School of Law.
ELLEN DAVIDSON is a Staff Attorney in the Law Reform Unit of the Civil Practice Area of the Legal Aid Society in
New York City. She represents public housing residents and Section 8 participants in administrative
proceedings at public housing authorities in New York City. Ellen also brings affirmative litigation, seeking
systemic changes, on behalf of tenants across New York City in state and federal court. From 2001 to 2006,
Ellen was a Staff Attorney in the Housing Law Unit of Legal Aid’s Bronx Neighborhood Office where she
represented individual tenants in eviction cases in Bronx Housing Court.
TOM DAVIS is the Director of the Office of Recapitalization, within the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development’s Office of Multifamily Housing Programs. Immediately prior to joining HUD, Davis was Senior
Vice President of Recap Real Estate Advisors, a Boston‐based affordable housing consulting firm. Davis led the
firm’s affordable housing consulting practice, focusing on the recapitalization and preservation of existing
affordable housing through transactional, strategy and policy engagements. Davis received his undergraduate
degree from Brown University, M.P.A. from the Woodrow Wilson School at Princeton University, and J.D. from
the New York University School of Law.
ISHBEL DICKENS was an independent consultant working with manufactured homeowners in Boulder, CO, and in
Washington State on a range of policy, preservation, and organizing strategies to protect manufactured
homeownership for millions of families across the country, until her retirement at the end of 2017. She was
the Executive Director of the National Manufactured Home Owners Association (NMHOA) from November,
2010 until May 31, 2016. Prior to her work at NMHOA, Ishbel was a staff attorney at Columbia Legal Services
in Seattle. Ishbel has helped homeowners’ associations purchase their communities as resident‐owned co‐
operatives. She has been involved in policy changes at the local, state and federal levels that aimed at allowing
manufactured homeowners preserve their lifestyle choice. Ishbel has spoken at numerous conferences around
the country on issues facing manufactured homeowners and offered a range of possible solutions. Her article
about manufactured housing issues was published in the April 2007 issue of the Clearinghouse Review.
CHERYL DUCLOS is the Fresh Start project manager with the Department of Community Services in New Bedford,
Massachusetts. She oversees intakes, coordinates referrals, and organizes the provision of clinical, case
management, moving and de‐cluttering services for the Fresh Start Program and the Elder Mental Health
Outreach Team. As a trained mediator with the New Bedford Face to Face Mediation Program, Cheryl
mediates in the community, as well as in small claims and housing courts. She is a consumer advocate for the
New Bedford Local Consumer Program, providing educational outreach to 25 surrounding communities. Prior
to this, Cheryl coordinated two State‐funded pilot programs designed to help foster relationships between
community stakeholders and marginalized New Bedford youth. She has a B.A. from the University of
Massachusetts, Amherst.
ERIC DUNN joined the National Housing Law Project in 2018 after serving as a legal aid attorney for sixteen
years with the Legal Aid & Defender Association of Detroit (2001‐2005) and the Northwest Justice Project
(2005‐2016), and as a lobbyist and statewide housing advocate for the Virginia Poverty Law Center (2016‐
2018). Eric is known for his work to improve administrative due process available to subsidized housing
tenants and for his advocacy of rental housing admission issues. Eric is a graduate of the University of
Michigan (1997) and University of Louisville Brandeis School of Law (2000).
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ALEXIS ERKERT is a staff attorney at Southeast Louisiana Legal Services where she works in housing law and
provides legal services to formerly incarcerated individuals in reentry. Alexis was the 2017‐18 Berkeley Law
Foundation Fellow. She chairs the Louisiana Access to Justice Commission Housing and Consumer Law Task
Force and is a member of the City of New Orleans Reentry Task Force and the Louisiana Bar Association's
Building Bridges Committee, which aims to reduce civil barriers to reentry. Alexis is a 2017 graduate from
Northeastern University School of Law with a concentration in Poverty Law and Economic Justice. Prior to her
legal career, Alexis worked in international human rights, including coordination of a global housing rights
campaign.
LAURA EVANOFF joined ECHO (Ending Community Homeless Coalition), the Austin/Travis County Continuum of
Care’s Lead Agency, in 2017 as the Performance Monitoring & Technical Assistance Manager. She is passionate
about using Evidence Based Practices to improve program and system outcomes. During her time at ECHO,
she helped establish the VAWA Housing Protections Workgroup and collaborated with Victim Service
Providers to create local policies aimed at protecting persons experiencing abuse or violence. Laura’s previous
work has ranged from managing local political campaigns and Permanent Supportive Housing programs to
providing direct clinical services as a Licensed Clinical Social Worker. Laura received her master’s degree in
social work from University of Houston and her undergraduate degree in Psychology from Southwestern
University.
DAVIDA FINGER serves as a Clinical Professor of Law at Loyola University New Orleans College of Law where she
teaches the Community Justice section of the Law Clinic. She and her clinic students provide representation on
cases such as landlord‐tenant, housing discrimination, education, and other civil rights matters. Additionally,
Professor Finger strives to collaborate on community advocacy for anti‐poverty and justice initiatives.
STEVE FISCHBACH is the Litigation Director of the Virginia Poverty Law Center (VPLC). Before joining VPLC, Steve
worked at Rhode Island Legal Services as a Supervising Attorney in the program’s Housing and Foreclosure
Prevention unit. His legal experience spans a variety of racial justice issues, including environmental justice,
community reinvestment and disinvestment, urban school reform, siting of low‐income housing and facilities
for the homeless, and preservation of public and subsidized housing units. Steve is also known for his
environmental justice work, which included litigation and development of policies related to the siting of
schools relative to environmental hazards such as toxic waste sites; transactional work related to the
establishment of a new environmental justice organization; and grant writing to support community education
and capacity building projects on environmental justice issues. Steve is a graduate of Brandeis University and
Boston University School of Law.
MICHAEL LEE FORTON has served as Director of Advocacy for Legal Services Alabama (LSA) since 2016. Prior to his
appointment, he served as Managing Attorney of the Huntsville Office for six years. Forton has represented
clients in a wide range of cases, including housing, consumer, domestic and appellate issues in both state and
federal courts. He was named Legal Services Alabama Advocate of the Year in 2008. Prior to joining LSA,
Forton served as Staff Attorney with Florida Rural Legal Services and has clerked with the Alabama Disabilities
Advocacy Program (ADAP). Forton received a B.A., with honors, from Michigan State University in East
Lansing, and a J.D. from The University of Alabama School of Law, where he was in the Bench and Bar Legal
Honor Society. Forton also serves on the Board of Directors for the Public Interest Advisory Board at The
University of Alabama.

7

DEBBIE FOX is a Senior Policy and Practice Specialist at the National Network Against Domestic Violence
(NNEDV), where she leads national domestic violence related housing policy and provides technical assistance
and training to NNEDV’s coalition membership and as a part of the Domestic Violence Housing and Technical
Assistance Consortium. Debbie has over 20 years in the field with a focus on fundraising, organizational
development, nonprofit administration, and domestic violence population‐specific housing and economic
justice programming. Prior to joining NNEDV, she shared community leadership in the systems planning and
implementation process for the domestic violence system in Portland, Oregon, working with all thirteen
domestic violence victim service providers to create a coordinated entry process for survivors to access
housing, shelter, eviction prevention, and shelter diversion programs.
FRED FUCHS is the Housing Group Coordinator for Texas RioGrande Legal Aid, where he oversees the program's
housing work. He also serves as an adjunct professor at the University of Texas School of Law where he
teaches a housing clinic each spring. He received his law degree from the University of Texas School of Law. He
has litigated numerous cases on tenant rights in federal housing programs in state and federal courts. He is a
contributing author to the Texas Poverty Law Handbook, and has written numerous articles and outlines on
rights of tenants in federal housing programs and has spoken for many years on housing‐related legal topics at
the annual State Bar of Texas Poverty Law Conference.
RACHEL GARLAND is a staff attorney in the Housing Unit at Community Legal Services, Inc. in Philadelphia. Rachel
represents tenants in their rent, repair, and eviction cases. She specializes in subsidized housing, criminal
records barriers to housing, domestic violence and housing issues, and preservation of affordable housing. She
received her B.A. from Oberlin College and her J.D. from Temple Law School. Rachel began at Community
Legal Services with an Equal Justice Works Fellowship to focus on housing barriers faced by victims of
domestic violence.
ERIN GOODISON is the Senior Director of Housing at The Stop Abuse for Everyone (SAFE) Alliance in Austin,
Texas. Erin has more than 20 years of nonprofit experience, including 16 years at SAFE. Her work is primarily
focused on the intersection of homelessness and abuse. At SAFE, she has helped to develop peer support
programming, as well as policies, practices, and staff training on housing first model, VAWA housing
protections, voluntary services, empowerment advocacy, trauma‐informed services, and LGBTQ‐focused
services.
NAVNEET GREWAL is a Senior Attorney at Western Center on Law & Poverty, a statewide legal services support
center that fights, through litigation and legislative and policy advocacy, to secure housing, health care and a
strong safety net for low‐income Californians. She has successfully litigated cases in state and federal court
that have, for example, expanded due process rights for voucher applicants, reimbursed thousands of public
housing residents for rent overcharges, enforced state land use and zoning laws (resulting in the development
of affordable housing), and that have preserved mobile home parks. She also works with the housing team to
develop and analyze statewide housing legislation that has led to significant protections for low‐income
Californians. Navneet also works to support local legal services attorneys in identifying and assessing critical
legal claims that their clients might avail themselves of, both through technical assistance and workshops.
Navneet is a graduate of the New York University School of Law, where she received the Vanderbilt Medal (the
highest graduation honor), and the Black, Latino, and Asian Pacific American Alumni Association’s Public
Service Award.
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SHANA M. GRIFFIN is a feminist activist, independent researcher, applied sociologist, geographer, artist, and
mother. Her work is interdisciplinary and undisciplinary, and engages research and organizing projects that
attend to the lived experiences of the black Diaspora—centering the particular experiences of black women
most vulnerable to the violence of poverty, carcerality, polluted environments, reproductive legislation,
economic exploitation, and housing discrimination. Rooted in black feminist theories, praxes, and
methodologies, Shana’s activism and research explore critical questions concerning the political economy of
reproductive violence and policies of population control, surveillance, and policing; discriminatory housing
practices and the racial‐sexual politics of urban development; black geographies and insurgent realities; and
histories of racial slavery. Her current project DISPLACED chronicles the institutionalization of spatial
residential segregation, discriminatory housing practices, property‐led development, and the violence of
displacement in New Orleans. PUNCTUATE, her latest initiative supported in part through her Weavers
Fellowship, is a feminist research, art, and activist initiative foregrounding the embodied aesthetics and
practices of black feminist thought to address intersecting forms of the everyday violence and subjectivity
black women, their communities, and families.
JAMES GROW is a Senior Staff Attorney at National Housing Law Project (NHLP). Since 1980, his work at NHLP
has focused on the preservation of privately‐owned federally subsidized housing developments. Jim has
worked on many federal statutes and policies affecting affordable housing preservation and tenants' rights;
participated in many significant cases enforcing or interpreting these policies; and regularly provides
assistance to legislators, housing attorneys, advocates and organizations. He also works on energy issues
affecting tenants.
KIM GUNNING is a staff attorney in the Institutions Project at Columbia Legal Services. Kim’s consumer rights
advocacy started in private practice and grew through her role as assistant attorney general in the Washington
AG’s Consumer Protection Division. She was a founding board member of the Northwest Consumer Law
Center and received the 2015 KCBA President’s Award for her work on State v. Arlene’s Flowers. She is also
currently on the board of the QLaw Foundation, which educates the public and the courts on LGBTQ legal
issues. She graduated law school from the University of Washington, earned her M.A. from Rutgers University,
and her B.A. from Macalester College.
MEGAN HABERLE is Deputy Director of the Poverty & Race Research Action Council, where she has worked since
2012. She specializes in policy designs, public education, and technical assistance relating to government
programs and civil rights, with a focus on advancing fair housing and environmental justice. She also serves as
the editor of PRRAC’s quarterly journal, Poverty & Race. Before coming to PRRAC, Megan worked at The
Opportunity Agenda, a social justice policy and communications lab, and in private litigation practice in New
York. She is a graduate of Columbia Law School, where she was an Executive Editor of the Columbia Journal of
Environmental Law, and Swarthmore College.
JEFF HEARNE is the Director of Litigation at Legal Services of Greater Miami, Inc., where he has worked since
graduating from law school in 2001. Jeff oversees the firm's significant litigation and appeals, and provides a
strategic focus to the firm's advocacy in all of its practice areas: Tenants’ Rights, Homeownership/Consumer,
Health & Income Maintenance, Community & Economic Development, and Pro Bono. He previously served as
the Advocacy Director for Tenants' Rights and focused his work on federally subsidized housing and eviction
defense. In 2009, he became the Director of the Tenants’ Rights Clinic at the University of Miami School of
Law. Through the Clinic, he teaches landlord‐tenant law and supervises law students who defend tenants
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facing eviction. Jeff is a board member and a past‐president of the Miami Chapter of the American Civil
Liberties Union (ACLU). He is a graduate of the University of Texas at Austin (J.D. 2001, B.A., Plan II, 1998).
JESSIE HEWINS is a Staff Attorney at HomeBase. Jessie supports technical assistance to aid states and
communities in their work to end homelessness. She conducts research and produces reports, surveys, and
other tools, and helps to organize and facilitate convenings and trainings, including on Housing First and
lowering barriers to entry for housing programs. Jessie supports communities in strategic planning and
implementation, system performance and planning, and in preparing for the annual Continuum of Care
competition. Her areas of expertise include effective use of mainstream resources and optimizing self‐
sufficiency. Jessie received her J.D. from the University of Southern California.
CASHAUNA HILL has served as Executive Director of the Greater New Orleans Fair Housing Action Center since
2015. Prior to leading GNOFHAC, Cashauna spent several years litigating fair housing cases as Fair Housing
Staff Attorney at the Oregon Law Center in Portland, and Senior Staff Attorney at GNOFHAC. In addition to her
litigation experience, Cashauna has advised policymakers and city agencies in New Orleans and Portland with
regard to fair housing policy and best practices. In 2016, Cashauna led GNOFHAC’s partnership with the City of
New Orleans and the Housing Authority of New Orleans to submit the nation’s very first Assessment of Fair
Housing Plan. She has also led GNOFHAC’s efforts to expand all aspects of their programmatic services to
communities across the state of Louisiana. Cashauna is a New Leaders Council Fellow, and was supported by
the Ford Foundation as a 2017 Op‐Ed Project Public Voices Fellow. She has written about housing segregation
and civil rights for Next City and The Hill, among other outlets. Cashauna is a graduate of Spelman College and
Tulane Law School.
BRIAN A. HUDSON, SR. is Executive Director and Chief Executive Officer of the Pennsylvania Housing Finance
Agency. He began his career at PHFA in 1975, rising to Chief Financial Officer prior to assuming his current
position in 2003. Brian is a Board member and Audit Committee Chair of Erie Indemnity Company, a Board
member of the Community Development Trust, a member of the Penn State Health Milton S. Hershey Medical
Center Board of Directors and serves as Chairman of the Commonwealth Cornerstone Group. Brian is Past
President and current Board member of the National Council of State Housing Agencies. He is the former
Chairman of the Audit Committee of the Federal Home Loan Bank of Pittsburgh and a former member of the
Consumer Advisory Council of the Federal Reserve Board. Brian is a Certified Public Accountant and a Certified
Treasury Professional.
CAITLIN HUMPHREYS is a staff attorney for the Legal Aid Society in Hawaii. As a member of the Housing and
Consumer Protection Unit in Honolulu, she advocates for tenants’ rights in public housing, the Section 8
Housing Choice Voucher program, the Low Income Housing Tax Program, and under the Fair Housing Act. She
has experience in language access rights for persons with limited English proficiency, housing rights of
domestic violence survivors, and reasonable accommodations for people with disabilities. She earned her J.D.
in 2013 from Roger Williams University, School of Law, and her B.A. in 2010 from Ithaca College. She is
admitted to the bars of Hawaii and Pennsylvania.
MAYRA JOACHIN is a Staff Attorney at the National Immigration Law Center in Los Angeles. She focuses on
advancing the rights of low‐income immigrants through impact litigation, administrative advocacy, direct work
with affected individuals, and technical assistance. Her main areas of work involve expanding immigrants'
access to crucial services, including access to health care and to public utilities, for all individuals regardless of
status or national origin. Through this work, she has been one of the attorneys litigating Georgia State
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Conference of the NAACP v. City of LaGrange, a lawsuit challenging two discriminatory city policies that
disproportionately prevent African Americans and Latino immigrants from accessing water, gas, and
electricity. Her passion for immigrants’ rights advocacy stems from her experiences as a Salvadoran
immigrant. Mayra holds a bachelor’s degree from the University of California, Los Angeles, and a J.D. from
Columbia Law School.
JOHN JOPLING is the Housing Law Director at the Mississippi Center for Justice, a statewide nonprofit, public
interest law firm dedicated to advancing racial and economic justice in Mississippi. John has 30 years of legal
experience challenging discrimination in employment and housing. In 2016, he served as local counsel in Fuller
v. City of Ridgeland, a successful Fair Housing Act challenge to a municipal ordinance that targeted African‐
American and Hispanic tenants. In the immediate aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, John served as the
Managing Attorney of the Gulf Coast office of the Mississippi Center for Justice. Prior to 2005, John was
Clinical Professor of Housing Law at the University of Mississippi School of Law, Director of Litigation at
Southeast Mississippi Legal Services, and Law Clerk to Mississippi Supreme Court Justice Lenore L. Prather.
ELIZABETH “BETSY” JULIAN was the founder and served as President of the Dallas‐based Inclusive Communities
Project (ICP) from 2004‐2015. She now works as a fair housing consultant and senior advisor to ICP. From 1993
to 1999, Betsy served as Deputy General Counsel for Civil Rights and Litigation, Assistant Secretary of Fair
Housing and Equal Opportunity, and Secretary’s Representative for the Southwest Region at the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development. From 1973 to 1993, she engaged in the practice of poverty
and civil rights law at Dallas Legal Services, East Texas Legal Services, and in private practice, representing
primarily low‐income clients in cases involving housing discrimination, voting rights, municipal services
discrimination, and indigent health care. She is a graduate of the University of Texas at Austin, and the
University of Texas School of Law.
ANDREA JURACEK serves as the Executive Director at Housing Choice Partners, has worked in fair and affordable
housing advocacy for over 10 years in the Chicago area, beginning as a tenant organizer and policy specialist
with the Lawyers’ Committee for Better Housing. She previously served as Director of Fair Housing for Open
Communities, where she conducted client intake, fair housing discrimination investigations and test
coordination, and provided fair housing trainings and educational seminars to a variety of audiences. She also
served as Deputy Director of HOPE Fair Housing Center, where she advised on fair housing investigations and
complaint filings, and assisted with program and organizational management. Andrea is trained in conflict
resolution, fair housing investigation, and fair housing law. She is currently Vice President of the Chicago Area
Fair Housing Alliance Board of Directors. Andrea received her B.A. in Women’s Studies from DePaul University
and her M.A. in Contemporary History from University of Bristol, UK.
ABBY KHODAYARI is a staff attorney in the Contra Costa County Regional Office of Bay Area Legal Aid in
California, the largest regional provider of free civil legal assistance to low‐income residents in the Bay Area.
She works on a Medical‐Legal Partnership with Contra Costa County Health Services, where all of her clients
are referred to her by the county medical care provider. One of the main areas of law in her Medical‐Legal
Partnership has been housing law, specifically eviction defense and fair housing. She has been on staff with
BayLegal since 2016, where she began her work on the innovative Project Legal Link, an online tool that helps
low‐income residents more effectively navigate the legal system on their paths out of poverty. Abby is a
graduate of University of San Francisco School of Law.
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LARISA KOFMAN is the Director of Systems and Policy Initiatives at the National Alliance for Safe Housing (NASH).
NASH’s mission is to ensure that survivors of domestic and sexual violence have access to a full range of
survivor‐defined housing options, catalyzing a safe housing movement. Larisa has over twenty years of
experience in the domestic violence and public policy fields. Larisa led legislative advocacy efforts resulting in
the passage of several pieces of legislation that enhanced the legal rights of underserved populations in the
District of Columbia. She spearheaded a campaign resulting in the passage of an innovative law providing
eviction and discrimination protections for victims of domestic violence. She served on the Georgetown
Journal on Gender and the Law, Georgetown University Law Center, Board of Advisors. She also served on the
Board of Directors for several local nonprofit organizations. She currently also serves as an adjunct Associate
Professor at the University of Maryland University College. Larisa holds a law degree from the University of
Maryland School of Law, and a Master of Arts in Teaching from the University of Southern California.
MARTIN “MARTY” LAWYER, III is the most‐experienced attorney at Bay Area Legal Services in Tampa, Florida.
Marty received his undergraduate degree from Brown University in 1963 and his law degree from Vanderbilt
University in 1970. Marty has provided representation in every conceivable type of civil legal case and has
appeared in federal and state courts and administrative agencies at all levels. Substantively, Marty specializes
in housing law. Functionally, Marty is a trial and appellate attorney. Marty was lead counsel in the national
landmark case of Basco v. Machin, 514 F.3d 1177 (11th Cir. 2008).
ALEX LEMBERG is a Housing Attorney at Open Door Legal in San Francisco’s Bayview‐Hunters Point
neighborhood. Open Door Legal provides free or very‐low‐cost legal services to all residents of three zip codes
in low‐income areas in southeastern San Francisco. As part of the housing team, Alex represents tenants in
eviction cases, affirmative habitability cases, negotiated buyouts, and more. Alex previously worked at Renne
Public Law Group with former San Francisco City Attorney Louise Renne, focusing on nonprofit law,
employment, and impact litigation. Alex also remains active in local political affairs, serves as Vice President of
his neighborhood association, and serves on the board of the GLBT Historical Society.
SARA KATE LEVIN is a physician and clinical educator at Contra Costa Health Services (CCHS), a county safety net
health system and Family Medicine residency program. Dr. Levin has been a medical staff leader in multiple
initiatives at CCHS to identify and address social needs in the health care delivery system, including
implementation of a Health Leads desk; development of a complex care health home for high‐needs, high risk,
high‐cost patients; and development and implementation of the county’s "Whole Person Care" pilot program
called Community Connect.
GORDON LEVINE has managed the Louisiana Balance of State Continuum of Care since 2017. Before moving to
Louisiana, he administered several federally funded programs for the State of Wisconsin, including HUD's
Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) and SAMHSA's Projects for Assistance in Transition from Homelessness
(PATH) programs, and coordinated several HUD‐funded projects for a large Community Action agency,
including transitional living and HOME‐funded housing development. He lives in Baton Rouge, LA with his
family, including one small dog and dozens of bonsai trees.
LATOYA “TOYA EX” LEWIS is an extremely proud New Orleans native. After Katrina, Toya graduated from
Southern University of New Orleans with a Bachelor in Psychology. While in college, she became a member
and then an organizer of Stand with Dignity at the New Orleans Workers’ Center for Racial Justice, where she
organizes a grassroots membership of underemployed and unemployed Black residents against structural
unemployment, criminalization, and racism to demand and full and fair employment, dignity, equity in the
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New Orleans economy through strategic policy reforms lead by Black residents of the community. As a New
Orleans Native, born and raised in B.W. Cooper (more commonly known as the Calliope projects), Toya is
proud to play a part in creating a community voice that demands full and fair employment for Black un/under
employed workers. Toya is also a founding member of the Black Youth Project 100 chapter of New Orleans, a
national organization focused on ending the oppression of all Blackness utilizing a Black queer feminist lens.
Toya, along with STAND members, won a policy banning the box for all employment by the Housing Authority
of New Orleans and its subcontractors, and a groundbreaking family reunification policy, which opened up a
pathway for formerly incarcerated people to return to their families in public housing.
JUDITH LIBEN has been a housing attorney at the Massachusetts Law Reform Institute (MLRI) since 1989. After
graduating from Northeastern Law School, she worked at Merrimack Valley Legal Services from 1976‐1987 and
was Chief Counsel at Cambridge and Somerville Legal Services from 1987 to 1989. Judith is a “utility player” at
MLRI — advocating with clients and allies on a broad range of housing issues such as tenants’ rights after
foreclosure; preservation of public housing; stronger fair housing policies in state programs; fairer admissions
practices; enhanced portability in the Section 8 program; and language access in in the Emergency Assistance
and housing programs.
DOLFINETTE MARTIN is the Operation Manager at Operation Restoration, and is a strong community leader who
serves on the Formerly Incarcerated Transitional Clinic Advisory Board, a clinic created for formerly
incarcerated people and the Criminal Background Check Review Panel for the Housing Authority of New
Orleans (HANO). Dolfinette was appointed to New Orleans’s Mayor Latoya Cantrell’s transition team and
Essence’s first ever all female criminal justice reform panel. She was a founding member and former president
of the NOLA chapter of National Council for Incarcerated and Formerly Incarcerated Women and Girls. As a
Formerly Incarcerated Person, Dolfinette earned a college degree in 2015 after her release from prison in
2012, and sets a powerful example for her children, grandchildren and her community. She is frequently asked
to contribute her knowledge, expertise and wisdom on panels and media. A recipient of the John Thompson
Leadership for Change Award and A Freedom Fighter Award, she created the Formerly and Currently
Incarcerated Women and Girls Reentry project within VOTE's organization. Governor John Bell Edwards
recently appointed her to sit on the Louisiana Women’s Incarceration Task Force based on her legislative
advocacy.
LYNN MARTINEZ became the Managing Attorney at Legal Services of Northern California (LSNC), Redwood
Regional Oﬃce, in April 2017. In this capacity, Lynn manages the legal services provided in the three most
Northwestern counties of California. Prior to joining LSNC, Lynn was Managing Attorney and a Senior Housing
Litigator at Western Center on Law and Poverty (2002‐2017) and a staﬀ attorney at the National Housing Law
Project (2000‐2002). Lynn practices housing and civil rights law, specializing in land use, fair housing, and
mobile home park residency protections. Lynn is involved in a number of community organizations and
outreach eﬀorts in Northern California. She also currently serves as Vice Chair of the Humboldt County
Housing Trust Fund and Homelessness Solutions Committee, a political appointment by the County Board of
Supervisors.
NATALIE MAXWELL is the Director of Community Engagement & Litigation at Florida Legal Services. Natalie’s
work focuses on using the law to support community‐based groups working for social, economic and racial
justice. She has experience litigating a variety of civil rights cases including disability rights, housing rights,
housing discrimination, and special education in federal and state trial courts and administrative hearings. She
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also co‐chairs the Housing Umbrella Group of Florida Legal Services, Inc. (HUG), which is comprised of legal
services attorneys and law professors from across Florida, who represent low‐income tenants. Natalie is a
member of The Florida Bar and the U.S. Southern, Middle and Northern Districts of Florida. She received a B.S.
and B.A. in 2002 from the University of Florida and a J.D. in 2005 from the American University, Washington
College of Law.
XOCHITL MAYKOVICH is the Political Director for Washington CAN! where she manages three community
organizers and advocates for racial, social, economic, and gender justice issues. She has worked on a variety of
issues, such as campaigns to reform the charity care process at a regional hospital chain and prison sentencing
reform efforts on the state level. She primarily works on housing issues and has pushed local and state level
legislation to address move‐in costs, evictions, and rent regulation. She serves on the board of the Puget
Sound Advocates for Retirement Action and NARAL Pro‐Choice Washington. Prior to her work for Washington
CAN!, she worked as a legal assistant for a law firm representing union railroaders and served in AmeriCorps at
Federal Way High School, supporting students of color to overcome economic and societal barriers. Xochitl
graduated from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill with a B.A. in Peace, War, & Defense and a B.A.
in Political Science.
JAMES "MAC" MCCREIGHT is a lead attorney in the Housing Unit at Greater Boston Legal Services, and has been
employed there since 1982. Mac is a graduate of Haverford College and Northeastern University School of
Law. He specializes in issues concerning public and subsidized housing, and was involved in the receivership
litigation with the Boston Housing Authority (BHA). He has been a technical advisor to the BHA’s Resident
Advisory Board since its formation in 1999. In addition to handling a caseload of individual cases, he has
worked on a statewide and national level with other housing advocates in developing training materials, in
commenting on state and federal regulations, and in legislative advocacy. He is one of the co‐authors of Legal
Tactics, the National Housing Law Project’s HUD Tenants Rights manual, and various Massachusetts
Continuing Legal Education manuals on Massachusetts landlord‐tenant law and public and subsidized housing.
LARRY MCDONOUGH was a legal services housing managing and litigation attorney for 30 years until 2013, when
he joined Dorsey and Whitney as the Pro Bono Litigation Counsel. Larry co‐founded Minnesota's Annual
Housing Law Institute and authored Residential Eviction Defense in Minnesota through many editions. He also
has taught housing law, evidence and clinical courses at the law schools at the University of Minnesota,
William Mitchell, St. Thomas, and Hamline University. He has written many journal articles, including one co‐
written with Mac McCreight, Wait a Minute: Slowing Down Criminal Activity Eviction Cases to Find the Truth,
41 CLEARINGHOUSE REVIEW 55 (May/June 2007), at http://povertylaw.homestead.com under Reading, and
Housing Law. Larry’s complete biography is at http://povertylaw.homestead.com.
DENISE MCGRANAHAN is a senior attorney at the Santa Monica office of the Legal Aid Foundation of Los Angeles
(LAFLA). She has been working at LAFLA in its Santa Monica office since 1996. After graduating from UCLA
School of Law in 1987, Denise worked in private practice as a civil litigator. For the past seventeen years, she
has worked in public interest law, specializing in housing matters. Her expertise is in the areas of eviction
defense, rent control, the Ellis Act, habitability, affordable housing, fair housing, affirmatively furthering fair
housing requirements, tenant harassment and the federal Section 8 program. She has also been involved in
the drafting and revising of local and state legislation that has resulted in significant changes to landlord‐
tenant laws and greater protections for tenants.
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JOSEPH MEAD is an Assistant Professor at Cleveland State University where he holds a joint appointment in the
Maxine Goodman Levin College of Urban Affairs and the Cleveland‐Marshall College of Law. As part of an
interdisciplinary team of faculty and students, he has studied criminal activity nuisance ordinances in Ohio and
helped convince several cities to modify their ordinances.
MAGGIE MERRILL is the Director of Asset Management at the Housing Authority of New Orleans (HANO),
managing the agency’s inventory of over 2,000 public housing units in mixed finance and conventional
properties throughout the city of New Orleans. In that role, Maggie is responsible for ensuring compliance
with all HUD statutes and regulations governing public housing administration, and provides policy guidance
to staff and HANO’s management and ownership partners. Maggie directs the management of over 460 public
housing and mixed‐finance units owned by HANO, and oversees contract administration and program
compliance of third party management companies and private ownership partners for HANO’s portfolio of
communities. She also directs the operations of the HANO central facility and the grounds maintenance
division, which maintains over 400 vacant properties throughout the city. Prior to transitioning into her
current position in HANO’s Asset Management Department, Maggie was the Senior Advisor to the HANO
Administrative Receiver, and was tasked to re‐establish relationships between HANO and its partners within
the city, in addition to creating opportunities for interagency collaboration and the leveraging of respective
resources on major projects and initiatives. In that capacity, she helped develop comprehensive policies and
programs both within the agency and with external stakeholders and partners.
NATALIE MINEV is a staff attorney at the Legal Aid Foundation of Los Angeles (LAFLA). She is part of LAFLA’s
Housing and Communities Work Group, where she specializes in impact litigation and policy advocacy related
to preserving the affordability of at‐risk subsidized housing units in federal, state, and local affordable housing
programs. Her areas of expertise are the Section 8 Housing Choice Voucher program, project‐based Section 8,
HUD mortgage programs, and Low Income Housing Tax Credit housing. She has advised hundreds of low‐
income tenants across L.A. County on subsidized housing issues, and has represented clients in administrative
hearings and affirmative litigation in both federal and state court in California based on violations of federal
and state fair housing, civil rights, and tenants’ rights statutes. She also focuses on advocacy on behalf of
Limited English Proficient tenants and victims of domestic violence covered by the Violence Against Women
Act in subsidized housing. Natalie is a graduate of Loyola Marymount University and the University of
California, Berkeley School of Law, where she was awarded the Dale Minami Public Interest Award.
MARY ELLEN NATALE is Managing Attorney of South Coastal Counties Legal Services’s (SCCLS) New Bedford, MA
Law Office. The primary focus of her practice is housing and homelessness prevention. Prior to joining SCCLS,
she was Deputy Director of the Legal Aid Society of Rockland County (NY). She previously held positions as
Managing Attorney with Legal Aid of Western Ohio and as a staff attorney with the Legal Aid Society of
Northeastern New York, Nassau/Suffolk Law Services Committee, the Legal Aid Society of Rochester, NY and
with the Food Research and Action Center in Washington, DC. A graduate of Colgate University and Boston
College Law School, she has held faculty positions at the Arizona State University Sandra Day O’Connor College
of Law and at St. John’s University School of Law.
MARIANNE NAZZARO is HUD’s Director of the Moving to Work (MTW) Demonstration, which represents about 14
percent of the nation’s housing choice voucher and public housing stock and allows public housing authorities
(PHAs) to design and test innovative local strategies. As the MTW Director, Marianne will lead the expansion
of the MTW demonstration from the existing 39 MTW PHAs to an additional 100 MTW PHAs over a seven‐year
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period. A 17‐year HUD veteran, Marianne has held a variety of roles within the Department, including
providing technical assistance to communities creating 10‐year plans to end homelessness. Marianne joined
HUD after gaining on‐the‐ground experience working with people who are homeless and families in the child
welfare system. Marianne is a proud Pennsylvania‐native, and has a Bachelor of Science from the University of
Pittsburgh and a Master of Social Work from the University of Pennsylvania.
MARTY OROZCO, based in Houston, Texas, is the Directing Attorney for Lone Star Legal Aid’s Equitable
Development Initiative (EDI), where she supervises the Fair Housing, Environmental Justice, and Community
Advocacy Teams that comprise EDI. She received her B.S. in radio‐television‐film from the School of
Communications at The University of Texas at Austin in 1987 and earned her J.D. in 1991 from South Texas
College of Law in Houston. She began her legal aid career in 2000 earning peer recognition in 2008 when she
was awarded the Impact Award by the State Bar of Texas Poverty Law Section for her work in preserving a
statewide SNAP program for elderly Texas residents.
SANDRA PARK is a Senior Staff Attorney in the ACLU Women’s Rights Project. At the ACLU, Park engages in
litigation, policy advocacy, and public education at the federal, state, and local levels to advance gender
equality and the rights of women and girls. Park has advocated for survivors of gender‐based violence
throughout her legal career. Much of her current work focuses on discrimination faced by victims of domestic
violence and sexual assault in housing, law enforcement response, employment, and schools. She also
represented twenty medical organizations, geneticists, and patients in a groundbreaking lawsuit challenging
patents granted on two human genes related to breast and ovarian cancer, resulting in a unanimous 2013 U.S.
Supreme Court ruling invalidating gene patents (Association for Molecular Pathology v. Myriad Genetics). She
currently serves as Board Secretary of Girls for Gender Equity, the home of the “Me Too” movement and on
the Executive Committee of the New York City Bar Association.
MOLLY PARKER is an investigative reporter at The Southern Illinoisan, a newspaper in Carbondale, Illinois. In the
past two years, she has covered a public housing scandal in Cairo, Illinois, in which residents lived in
deplorable conditions while managers of the housing authority received “hundreds of thousands of taxpayer
dollars via questionable payments, bonuses, consultant contracts, retirement incentives and legal settlements
in addition to their regular pay.” The crisis has drawn local and national attention.
NADY PERALTA joined Legal Aid Justice Center’s Immigrant Advocacy Program in September 2016. Since then,
she has dedicated herself to serving the legal needs of Virginia’s low‐income and immigrant communities in
matters of employment, housing, and consumer debt. She received her Bachelor of Arts in History from the
University of New Mexico, and her law degree from George Mason University School of Law, where she
earned the Law School Pro Bono Award for extraordinary commitment and dedication to the performance of
pro bono work.
RASHEEDAH PHILLIPS serves as the Managing Attorney of the Landlord‐Tenant Housing Unit at Community Legal
Services of Philadelphia (CLS). Phillips began her career at CLS in 2008 as a Pennsylvania Legal Aid Network
Martin Luther King, Jr. Fellow in the Community Economic Development Unit, providing legal advice,
representation, and resources to low‐income child care businesses and nonprofit, community organizations.
As a staff attorney, Phillips also worked in the Consumer Housing unit at CLS for two years, representing low‐
income homeowners at risk of foreclosure. A recipient of the 2013 Next Generation of Women Leaders: Rising
Stars, Rasheedah received her J.D. from the Temple University Beasley School of Law, and graduated Summa
Cum Laude with a B.A. in Criminal Justice from Temple University in 2005.
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JOHN POLLOCK is a Staff Attorney for the Public Justice Center who has served for the past 9 years as the
Coordinator of the National Coalition for the Civil Right to Counsel (NCCRC). The NCCRC works to establish the
right to counsel for low‐income individuals in civil cases involving basic human needs such as child custody,
housing, safety, and public benefits. He is the recipient of the 2018 Innovations Award from the National Legal
Aid and Defender Association (NLADA). Previously, John was the Enforcement Director for the Central
Alabama Fair Housing Center and a Law Fellow for the Southern Poverty Law Center. He graduated from
Northeastern University School of Law in 2005.
SUSAN J. POPKIN is director of the Urban Institute’s Housing Opportunities and Services Together (HOST)
Initiative and is an Institute fellow in the Metropolitan Housing and Communities Policy Center. A nationally
recognized expert on public and assisted housing policy, Susan directs a research program that uses
community engagement and community‐based participatory approaches to explore new strategies for
improving outcomes for families, and she conducts evaluations of complex community‐based interventions.
Susan is the author of No Simple Solutions: Transforming Public Housing in Chicago; co‐author of the award‐
winning Moving to Opportunity: The Story of an American Experiment to Fight Ghetto Poverty; lead author of
The Hidden War: Crime and the Tragedy of Public Housing in Chicago; and co‐author of Public Housing
Transformation: The Legacy of Segregation.
NOELLE PORTER is the Director of Government Affairs for the National Housing Law Project (NHLP). She is
responsible for managing relationships with Congress and the Administration, organizational policy priority
development, and strategic advocacy planning and execution. She works closely with all of NHLP's attorneys to
monitor and influence federal legislation and regulations. Prior to joining NHLP, Noelle managed congressional
relations for the National Alliance to End Homelessness after beginning her career in health policy.
SARA PRATT is Counsel at Relman, Dane & Colfax in Washington, D.C. She practices fair housing and civil rights
law and is nationally recognized as a speaker and trainer on civil rights issues. Prior to joining Relman, she was
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Enforcement and Programs and Senior Advisor to the Assistant Secretary at the
Department of Housing and Urban Development’s Office of Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity. She directed
national enforcement activities relating to fair housing and civil rights and led the negotiations that led to the
settlement of Assistant Secretary v. Associated Bank, the country’s largest lending redlining settlement, Fair
Share v. New Jersey, a significant settlement challenging racial and national origin discrimination including
language barriers in the expenditure of disaster recovery funds following Superstorm Sandy, and Secretary v.
Wells Fargo, the largest settlement involving lending discrimination against women on maternity leave. Sara
also led numerous policy development initiatives during her time at HUD, including addressing discrimination
against victims of domestic violence under the Fair Housing Act, the application of the Fair Housing Act to
language barriers and requirements, and challenges to criminal background bars in housing and she
participated in the development of key regulatory initiatives including HUD’s rules defining discriminatory
effects under the Fair Housing Act, prohibiting harassment in housing, the obligation to affirmatively further
fair housing, and the housing for older persons exemption under the Act.
WILLIAM P. QUIGLEY is a law professor and Director of the Law Clinic and the Gillis Long Poverty Law Center at
Loyola University New Orleans. Bill has been an active public interest and human rights lawyer since 1977. Bill
has served as counsel with a wide range of public interest organizations on issues including Katrina social
justice issues, public housing, voting rights, death penalty, living wage, human rights, civil liberties, educational
reform, constitutional rights and civil disobedience. Bill has litigated numerous cases with the NAACP Legal
Defense and Educational Fund, Inc., the Advancement Project, and with the ACLU of Louisiana where he was
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General Counsel for over 15 years. He has been an active lawyer with School of the Americas Watch and the
Institute for Justice and Democracy in Haiti. Bill served as Legal Director of the Center for Constitutional Rights
in New York City from 2009 to 2011 before returning to Loyola.
VELMIR RASIC is a staff attorney in the Fair Housing Unit at Lone Star Legal Aid (LSLA) in Houston, Texas. Prior to
that, he was staff attorney in the Military Veterans unit at LSLA. He has been with the firm since 2010. Velimir
graduated from the University of Houston Law Center in 2008. As an undergraduate at the University of
Houston Main Campus, he majored in German and Political Science. Before moving to LSLA, Velimir worked
for a private immigration law firm, specializing in removal defense litigation. He is licensed to practice in the
state of Texas, the Eastern, Western and Southern Districts of Texas as well as the Fifth Circuit.
SHAMUS ROLLER became the Executive Director of the National Housing Law Project (NHLP) in 2016. Before
joining NHLP, Shamus served as the Executive Director of Housing California, a statewide advocacy
organization working on issues of housing and homelessness. During his time at Housing California, the
organization’s advocacy led to over five billion dollars in new funding for affordable development and a host
of new programs and policies. He helped start the Residents United Network, which organizes residents in
affordable developments. Previous to that he was the Executive Director of the Sacramento Housing Alliance,
a regional housing and homelessness advocacy organization. He started his career running street outreach
programs for youth experiencing homelessness and ran a meditation and yoga program for incarcerated
youth. He serves on the board of directors of Brilliant Corners and as the board president of the California
Association of Nonprofits.
REINA ELISA SACO is a 2017 Equal Justice Work Fellow sponsored by The Florida Bar Foundation and a staff
attorney at Florida Legal Services, Inc. Her project focuses on housing advocacy for migrant and seasonal
workers, as well as the immigrant community at large. She received two B.A.s from the University of South
Florida, an M.A. from the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. She graduated from UF’s Levin College of Law
with a J.D. and a Certificate of International and Comparative Law. She has been a frequent volunteer of
Florida’s Eighth Judicial Circuit Bar Association’s Ask‐A‐Lawyer project to help low‐income and homeless
communities.
BARBARA SARD rejoined the Center for Budget and Policy Priorities (the Center) as Vice President for Housing
Policy in 2011 after 18 months as Senior Advisor on Rental Assistance to HUD Secretary Shaun Donovan. She
previously held the director's position at the Center between 1997 and 2009. Barbara has written extensively
on welfare, homelessness, and housing issues and is considered a leading expert on the housing voucher
program, rental assistance, and issues concerning the intersection of housing and welfare policy. Prior to
working at the Center, she was the Senior Managing Attorney of the Housing Unit at Greater Boston Legal
Services, where she worked for more than 19 years. Barbara has a B.A. in Social Studies from Radcliffe College/
Harvard University and a J.D. from the Harvard Law School.
DINA SCHLOSSBERG is Deputy Director/Senior Attorney for Multi‐Family Housing at Regional Housing Legal
Services in Glenside, Pennsylvania. Dina provides legal representation to nonprofits developing affordable
housing with a special focus on design and development of affordable housing for vulnerable populations.
Schlossberg has more than 25 years of experience in the area of real estate and partnership law, concentrating
primarily on affordable housing and community development initiatives utilizing the Low Income Housing Tax
Credit program. Dina also has extensive experience working with nonprofit organizations in the application
and maintenance of federal and state tax exemptions. Dina is a former Associate Practice Professor of Law,
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and is a current adjunct professor at the University of Pennsylvania Law School, and former Visiting Assistant
Professor of Law at Drexel University School of Law. She is the current Chair of the American Bar Association’s
Forum on Affordable Housing and Community Development Law.
DARA SCHUR is a Litigation Counsel at Disability Rights California, a nonprofit law firm dedicated to advancing
the rights of people with disabilities and one of the largest disability rights firms in the country. From February
2012 to July 2016, Dara was Director of Litigation at Disability Rights California. As Director of Litigation, she
provided overall coordination and supervision of the anti‐discrimination, housing and other legal work of
attorneys at Disability Rights California’s five regional offices, and represented people with disabilities in
federal and state courts, including class actions and major litigation. During her more than 37 years of work on
housing issues, Dara has been lead or co‐counsel on a number of class action and impact lawsuits, which have
resulted in the addition of thousands of accessible, affordable housing units throughout California. Dara
received her B.A. from Macalester College, St. Paul, Minnesota, in 1974, and her J.D. in 1979 from Berkeley
Law (formerly Boalt Hall School of Law), University of California at Berkeley. Before joining Disability Rights
California, Dara was a housing law specialist for the Western Center on Law & Poverty, taught housing law at
Berkeley Law School, University of California (Boalt Hall), and worked for a number of legal services agencies
and a civil rights firm.
LAURA SCHWARTZ is the Director of Economic Development at Regional Housing Legal Services (RHLS). Laura
works on a broad range of projects for clients involved in community stabilization and revitalization, including
the financing and commercial leasing of mixed‐use developments located on commercial corridors. Prior to
joining RHLS, Laura was a Senior Staff Attorney at Lawyers Alliance for New York from 2000 to 2003. She
specialized in economic development and represented nonprofit organizations involved in business
revitalization, new vehicles for job creation and increasing capital, credit and financial services in New York
City's low‐income communities. She is a member of the New York and Pennsylvania State Bars. Laura received
her B.A. from Cornell University College of Arts & Sciences in 1979 and her J.D. from the University of
California Los Angeles School of Law in 1991. She was a Fulbright Scholar at the Université of Nantes in France
during the 1991‐92 academic year.
MARK SCHWARTZ is the Executive Director of Regional Housing Legal Services (RHLS), a nonprofit law firm with
expertise in affordable, sustainable housing and its related components‐community and economic
development, utility matters, and preservation of homeownership. Mark enjoys the longest tenure on the
Board of the Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency where he serves as Vice Chair of the Board and the chair of
the Policy Committee. Mark is the two‐time past president of the board of the National Council of State
Housing Agencies and is currently a board member. He is also a member of PNC Bank’s Community
Development Advisory Board and PNC Community Partners, Inc’s Advisory Board. Mark is one of the co‐
founders and two‐time past President of the Housing Alliance of Pennsylvania. Mark graduated from Temple
University and Villanova University Law School.
KATE SCOTT is the Deputy Director of the Equal Rights Center (ERC). Kate oversees the ERC fair housing
program, including trainings, complaints and referrals, education and outreach, investigation, testing, and
enforcement. Prior to joining the ERC, she worked in a variety of roles at the Greater New Orleans Fair
Housing Action Center, including serving as the Assistant Director. As the second in command, Kate
administered a budget of over $1 million and managed a variety of internal and external program projects,
communications and fundraising. Kate has a Bachelor’s degree with honors from Loyola University New
19

Orleans. She left the UCLA Sociology PhD program early to return to New Orleans and address the housing
crisis deepened by Hurricane Katrina.
STACY SEISCHNAYDRE is the William K. Christovich Professor of Law at Tulane Law School. She was the first
executive director and later general counsel of the Greater New Orleans Fair Housing Action Center. She
joined the Tulane faculty in 2003, and is currently the Associate Dean for Experiential Learning and Public
Interest Programs. In that role, she oversees the full range of skills training, experiential, and public interest
initiatives at Tulane Law School, including Clinics, Trial Advocacy and moot court, externships, Intersession
skills boot camps, and Tulane’s pioneering pro bono program. She teaches and writes in the fields of fair
housing, anti‐discrimination law, and experiential learning. Supreme Court Justice Anthony Kennedy cited her
work in the landmark disparate impact case of Texas Department of Housing and Community Affairs v.
Inclusive Communities Project.
KELLY SHABAN serves as a Lead Staff Attorney at HomeBase, where she works to empower and support local
governments and service providers with the necessary skill set to achieve HUD compliance, strategic planning,
and program implementation in their efforts to eradicate homelessness. Prior to joining HomeBase, Kelly
worked as a supervising attorney at the Social Security Administration in the Office of Disability Adjudication
and Review. She oversaw a team of attorneys and support staff and collaborated with Administrative Law
Judges to make 4,000 disability determinations a year. During her time with the federal government, Kelly was
selected as a Presidential Management Fellow where she performed a detail with the United States District
Court for the Northern District of California that focused on criminal justice reform. Kelly’s passion for serving
the most vulnerable members of her community has led her to work on issues related to disability,
homelessness, criminal justice reform, and immigration. Kelly graduated with her B.A. and B.S. from the
University of Florida (Go Gators!) before receiving her J.D. from Catholic University Law School in Washington,
D.C.
STEVEN SHARPE is a senior attorney at the Legal Aid Society of Southwest Ohio, LLC where his advocacy focuses
on foreclosures, predatory lending, and the Low Income Housing Tax Credit program.
LINDSEY SIEGEL is a senior attorney at Atlanta Legal Aid. She graduated with a B.A. from Emory University and
received her J.D. from American University Washington College of Law. She spent her first two years of
practice at Atlanta Volunteer Lawyers Foundation as a Skadden Fellow. She has challenged abusive housing
authority decisions in federal court on several occasions, most notably in Goodman v. HADC, where the
Northern District of Georgia granted her client summary judgment on claims that the housing authority
violated her procedural due process rights by terminating her from the voucher program.
ALAN SIEGEL With early losses in his own life, Dr. Alan Siegel developed great empathy for the losses of others
and inspired him to become a family physician serving vulnerable communities. For 20 years, he has worked at
Contra Costa Health Services in Richmond and San Pablo, where he has gone beyond the clinic walls to
support the social determinants of his patients' health. He helped start the Health Leads program at his clinic,
a program to screen and provide resources for Social Determinants of Health. Dr. Siegel has led both a general
Medical‐Legal Partnership (MLP) at the clinic and supported bringing a fellow to provide an MLP for Latino
victims of violence. He also helped start an on‐site Farmers' Market. He helped create and pilot the curriculum
for the county's Active & Healthy Families (AHF) program, a culturally and linguistically tailored obesity
prevention initiative for Latino children ages 5‐12. Through his work as a UCSF Champion of Change Fellow, he
20

is leading a Walk With A Doc program, bringing patients and community members to regional parks to provide
a naturalist‐led walk and other activities to encourage wellness and active living.
SUSAN ANN SILVERSTEIN is a Senior Attorney for AARP Foundation where she works on fair housing, disability
rights, and low‐income issues. Susan has litigated significant cases establishing the rights of people with
disabilities in public and private housing, including assisted living, retirement communities and in community
planning and redevelopment. Susan received her B.S. from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and her
J.D. from Columbia University School of Law. She was a Community Builder Fellow with the Department of
Housing and Urban Development in conjunction with the Harvard Kennedy School of Government. She began
her career as a Reginald Heber Smith Fellow at Southern Tier Legal Services in Bath, NY, and worked for other
legal services offices in Western New York.
THOMAS SILVERSTEIN is a Counsel in the Fair Housing & Community Development Project at the Lawyers'
Committee for Civil Rights Under Law. His work focuses on impact litigation under the Fair Housing Act and
efforts to increase compliance with the duty to affirmatively further fair housing (AFFH) through policy
advocacy, administrative enforcement, and technical assistance. He earned his J.D. from the University of
Virginia School of Law.
BRIDGETT SIMMONS is a staff attorney at the National Housing Law Project (NHLP). Her work focuses on the
preservation of privately‐owned federally subsidized housing, smoke‐free policies, housing opportunities for
those reentering communities, and voucher use. Bridgett joined NHLP in September 2017 as the second David
B. Bryson Fellow. As the Bryson Fellow, Bridgett was the managing editor of HUD Housing Programs: Tenants’
Rights, 5th edition, also known as the “Green Book.” Bridgett is a 2017 graduate of Georgetown University
Law Center (GULC) and a 2011 graduate of Florida A&M University (FAMU). At GULC, Bridgett participated in
the Harrison Institute’s Affordable Housing Transactions clinic. As a student attorney, Bridgett assisted District
residents in operating a multi‐family housing property purchased via the Tenant Opportunity to Purchase Act.
Bridgett also served as a student teacher in the Street Law: High School clinic and as a Clerk for Community
Law Center (CLC) in Baltimore, Maryland. While at CLC, Bridgett’s work focused on vacant, nuisance properties
and organizational development. As a student at FAMU, Bridgett actively participated in campaigns aimed at
increasing student political participation.
LISA SITKINS is a Senior Staff Attorney at National Housing Law Project (NHLP), where she engages in policy
advocacy on behalf of low‐income homeowners and renters, and provides consultation, technical assistance
and practice resources in connection with mortgages and foreclosures; housing challenges for those
reentering society after incarceration; and tenants’ rights and benefits relating to energy efficiency and utility
costs. Prior to joining NHLP, Lisa was a Managing Attorney at Housing and Economic Rights Advocates in
Oakland, CA. Lisa has counseled and represented individual clients, participated in policy advocacy regarding
mortgage servicing and foreclosure, and assisted with mortgage servicing, predatory and unfair lending
litigation. She has conducted numerous workshops and trainings regarding mortgages, foreclosures, loan
modification and foreclosure rescue scams. She is one of the original drafters of the bill that ultimately
became the California Homeowner Bill of Rights.
FRANK SOUTHALL is Lead Organizer with the Jane Place Neighborhood Sustainability Initiative in New Orleans. A
graduate of the University of Cincinnati, Frank is a political, community, and environmental organizer fighting
for results, justice, and freedom.
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PHILIP TEGELER is the Executive Director of the Poverty & Race Research Action Council (PRRAC), a civil rights
policy organization based in Washington, DC. Philip has written extensively on the application of civil rights
law to federal housing and education policy, including most recently, Coordinated Action on School and
Housing Integration: The Role of State Government, University of Richmond Law Review (forthcoming,
coauthor with M. Haberle), and Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing and the Inclusive Communities Project
Case: Bringing the Fair Housing Act into the 21st Century, in Metzger et al, Facing Segregation: Housing Policy
Solutions for a Stronger Society (Oxford University Press, 2018). Before coming to PRRAC, Philip worked as a
staff attorney and legal director with the Connecticut ACLU, and also served for three years on the clinical
faculty at the University of Connecticut School of Law. He is a graduate of the Columbia Law School.
TIM THOMAS is an urban sociologist and data scientist at the University of Washington researching the
relationship between neighborhood change, residential segregation, migration, and evictions. Using machine
learning, advanced spatial analysis, and demographic estimation on unlawful detainer court records in
Washington State, he finds severe racial and gender disparities in the eviction process. Between 2013 and
2017, 1 in 6 Pierce County black adults and 1 in 11 King County black adults were evicted. Women are evicted
more than men and racially diverse, gentrifying, and low‐rent neighborhoods have the risk of evictions. His
research intentionally crosses academic and civic domains, combining theory with data science, to answer
policy‐relevant research questions.
RANIE THOMPSON is the Director of Legal Services at CrescentCare. The legal services department advocates for
and provides direct legal representation for persons living with HIV in Louisiana. Prior to joining CrescentCare
Health, Ranie was the Managing Attorney of the Foreclosure Defense Unit at Southeast Louisiana Legal
Services in New Orleans, Louisiana. She joined Southeast Louisiana Legal Services in 2006 as an Equal Justice
Works Katrina Legal Fellow. In that capacity, Ranie was a staunch advocate and leader for the protection of
the rights of residents recovering from the Katrina disaster, including accessing resources and defending
against FEMA Recoupment claims. Prior to joining Southeast Louisiana Legal Services, Ranie was a staff
attorney at the ACLU of Mississippi where her work included prisoners’ rights litigation and racial
discrimination in workplaces. Ranie graduated magna cum laude from Jackson State University with a
Bachelors of Arts in Political Science, and holds a Juris Doctor from the University of Iowa College of Law.
DEBORAH THROPE is a Supervising Attorney at the National Housing Law Project (NHLP), where she focuses on
policy advocacy to preserve federally subsidized housing and tenants’ rights in the Section 8 Housing Choice
Voucher and Public Housing programs. Deborah also collaborates with state and national policy leaders to
develop strategies to house chronically homeless adults, people with disabilities, and previously incarcerated
individuals. Deborah served as Editor of the 2014 and 2016 Supplements to NHLP's seminal publication, HUD
Housing Programs: Tenants Rights. Before she joined NHLP, Deborah provided legal services to clients with
disabilities facing eviction and civil commitment.
MAX TIPPING is a Staff Attorney and Spitzer Fellow at the Washington Legal Clinic for the Homeless. His current
work is focused on addressing the inadequacies of the DC homeless services system, especially with regard to
shelter capacity and quality. Max’s previous role at the Legal Clinic was as an Equal Justice Works Fellow
sponsored by Greenberg Traurig and Steptoe & Johnson. His fellowship project sought to prevent families in
the District’s rapid re‐housing program from returning to homelessness. Prior to attending law school at
George Washington University, Max served as the Executive Director of the Alachua County Coalition for the
Homeless and Hungry in Gainesville, Florida.
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MARIE CLAIRE TRAN‐LEUNG is a senior attorney with the housing and community justice teams at the Sargent
Shriver National Center on Poverty Law. Her work focuses on the intersection between housing and criminal
justice, and she leads the Shriver Center's Partnership for Just Housing, a multi‐state collaborative of advocate
working to reduce the discriminatory impact of the criminal justice system on a person's housing stability. A
recipient of the Soros Justice Fellowship, she authored When Discretion Means Denial: A National Perspective
on Criminal Records in Federally Subsidized Housing. Her prior work included expanding employment
opportunities for people with criminal records and preserving subsidized housing.
LAURA TUGGLE has been the Executive Director of Southeast Louisiana Legal Services (SLLS) since May 2014 after
beginning her career at SLLS in 1993. She previously managed SLLS’s Housing Law Unit during the years
immediately following Hurricane Katrina from 2005‐2010. Over her public interest career, she has excelled in
many areas including direct services, systemic work, and policy advocacy resulting in increased access to
housing for special populations including the homeless, people living disabilities, and disaster survivors. Impact
litigation filed by Laura resulted in significant legal victories for low‐income tenants including millions of
dollars in federal relocation assistance and establishing a private right of action for voucher assisted tenants to
challenge utility allowances in federal court. She is an author of the Federally Subsidized Housing Program
portion of the Louisiana Legal Services Desk Manual and coauthor of the housing portion of the Brookings
Institute New Orleans Index at 5. Laura graduated from Louisiana State University in 1984 and received her
J.D. from Tulane Law School in 1987.
CYNTHIA WALLQUIST has been Director of Community Services for the City of New Bedford, Massachusetts for 20
years. In addition to administering the Fresh Start Program, the Department provides programs and assistance
to elders, youth, recent immigrants and persons with disabilities. It also provides consumer and court
mediations throughout southeastern Massachusetts. Prior to 1999, Cynthia worked for Westchester County,
the City of Yonkers (NY) and was a Congressional aide in Westchester and Washington DC. Cynthia has a B.S. in
Education from Boston University and an M.P.A. from Pace University.
KATE WALZ is the Vice President of Advocacy and the Senior Director of Litigation at Sargent Shriver National
Center on Poverty Law (Shriver Center), overseeing the Shriver Center’s overall advocacy vision and
implementation. Prior to becoming Vice President, Kate was the Director of Housing Justice, advancing policy
advocacy and litigation on a range of housing related issues, including violence against women, discrimination
and segregation, housing preservation, environmental justice, disaster relief, and utilities. Kate has
represented organizations and individual plaintiffs seeking to challenge crime‐free and nuisance property
ordinances in court and has negotiated the repeal of or amendments to crime‐free and nuisance property
ordinances throughout Illinois, as well as consulted with advocacy organizations across the country seeking
advice on how to curb the harm caused by such ordinances.
HARDELL H. WARD received a B.A. from Morehouse College in 2005 and his J.D. with a certificate in Sports Law
from the Tulane University School of Law in 2008. He has been a Staff Attorney in the Housing Unit at
Southeast Louisiana Legal Services for the last nine years. In addition to his work in housing, he currently leads
SLLS's Juvenile Reentry Assistance Program (JRAP). This grant from the Department of Housing and Urban
Development and the Department of Justice sought to help justice‐involved youths in New Orleans find
housing and jobs by expunging, challenging and correcting information on their criminal and consumer records
while partnering with agencies and resources throughout Orleans Parish.
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ELAYNE WEISS is a senior policy analyst at the National Low Income Housing Coalition. In her position at NLIHC,
Elayne advocates for increased funding for federal housing programs and is responsible for NLIHC’s work in
the areas of criminal justice reform, homelessness, and fair housing, among other issues. Prior to joining NLIHC
in 2014, Elayne served as a legislative assistant for the American Civil Liberties Union Washington Legislative
Office. Elayne holds a J.D. from the Drexel University Thomas R. Kline School of Law and a B.A. in economics
from Brandeis University. Elayne is originally from Philadelphia.
ASHLEY WERNER is a Senior Attorney with Leadership Counsel for Justice and Accountability, where she helps
shape and drive the organization’s legal and policy initiatives to eliminate barriers to opportunity based on
wealth, race, income and place in the San Joaquin and Coachella Valleys. Together with her co‐workers,
community residents, and other non‐profit organizations, Werner has advocated for and secured
commitments by local governments throughout the San Joaquin Valley to address fundamental inequities in
access to basic infrastructure and services; safe and affordable housing; a healthy environment; and access to
decision‐making processes that impact the regions’ disadvantaged communities. Werner earned her B.A. in
Economics and Religion from Swarthmore College and her law degree with a Certificate in Human Rights and
International Justice at Boston College.
RENEE WILLIAMS is a Staff Attorney at the National Housing Law Project (NHLP). Renee joined NHLP as a
postgraduate public interest law fellow in 2012. Renee focuses on fair housing and equal access issues,
including national origin discrimination, housing access for persons with limited English proficiency, housing
rights for domestic violence survivors, and the obligation to affirmatively further fair housing. Renee also leads
NHLP’s initiative focusing on the impact of nuisance and crime‐free ordinances on domestic violence survivors
and others who need emergency assistance. She graduated from Emory University and earned her law degree
from the University of Chicago Law School.
STOCKTON WILLIAMS was appointed Executive Director of the National Council of State Housing Agencies
(NCSHA) in March 2018. NCSHA’s state housing finance agency members have delivered roughly $500 billion
in financing to make possible the purchase, development, and rehabilitation of more than 7 million affordable
homes for low‐ and middle‐income households. Stockton leads NCSHA’s wide‐ranging efforts to communicate
and strengthen the central role of state Housing Finance Agencies in the nation’s housing system. Stockton has
25 years of experience in housing development, finance, policy, research, and advocacy. He was previously
Executive Vice President of Content and Executive Director of the Terwilliger Center for Housing at the Urban
Land Institute (ULI). Before joining ULI, Stockton was Managing Principal of HR&A Advisors’ Washington, D.C.,
office. He previously served as Senior Advisor in the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development and
the U.S. Department of Energy. He has also held senior leadership positions at Enterprise Community Partners,
Living Cities, and with an affordable housing developer. Stockton holds a Master of Science in Real Estate
Development from Columbia University and a Bachelor of Arts in Religion from Princeton University.
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